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The Porch Light


A quarterly publication of the Tuscaloosa-Lakewood Neighborhood Association�Winter 2007, web: http://www.rtpnet.org/tlna





REVITALIZING WEST CHAPEL HILL STREET—we need your participation!


The community is invited to a charrette, which is a collaborative session in which participants come up with a solution to a design problem.





West Chapel Hill Street between Buchanan and Maplewood Streets needs revitalization. What would you like this street to be? The Durham City Council has awarded $15,000 to the Southwest Central Durham Quality of Life Project (through the Duke Durham Neighborhood Partnership) to gather community input and develop a streetscape improvement plan for Chapel Hill Street. Last fall, QOL brought together about fifty people who live or work in the area to talk with an architect to come up with preliminary ideas about what would attract businesses, retailers, and services to the street as well as provide employment and a community hub for the surrounding neighborhoods. Lots of enthusiasm and ideas were generated.


Now, the Quality of Life Project invites everyone to come to a charrette for West Chapel Hill Street. This will be a professionally guided session in which community members, community leaders, business owners, design professionals, and neighbors of all kinds come together to share ideas. The charrette is part of Durham’s capital project for Neighborhood Revitalization, to boost economic activity in targeted neighborhoods. The charrette will produce: 1) drawings that illustrate the findings of the charrette, 2) a summary of recommendations and estimate of costs, and ultimately 3) a final report with a plan for business/retail expansion and recruitment. 


This is a unique opportunity to take part in a process that can have lasting impact. Come share your ideas about how to bring West Chapel Hill Street back to life.


When:   Saturday, February 24


Time:     9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (final time TBA)


Where:  Emily Krzyzewski Family Life Center (next to Immaculate Conception Church)


at 904 W. Chapel Hill Street





For more information: Frances Kerr, frances@duke.edu
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Express yourself to over 


500 households 4 times a year. Advertise in the Porch Light!


Open to locally owned businesses and residents in the TLNA area.


Display business ads approximately business card size $25.00 


Classified ads 20 word max. $10.00


Call or email Anneliese at


anneliese.kellner@gmail.com or 401-8351


If you are a locally owned, home-based business and you would like your URL to appear in the Porch Light, no charge, send it to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:anneliese.kellner@gmail.com" ��anneliese.kellner@gmail.com�





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.immaculate-conception-church.org/GIFs/Directions.GIF" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





TLNA Budget


When you send in your dues (or any other time during the year!) to TLNA, please consider including a donation. We always need help paying for the following:





Food and supplies for the annual picnic


Food and supplies for National Night Out


Printing the newsletter


We keep our dues low so that everyone in the neighborhood will be encouraged to join. But that means that we struggle 


a bit meeting all of our expenses. If you’d like to contribute toward these expenses, mail your check to Susan Sewell, 


2904 Legion Avenue, Durham, 27707. Thanks.





The TLNA meets the 1st Thursday of the month from 7-8:30 pm at Lakewood United Methodist Church on Chapel Hill Rd. and Huron





�





Neighborhood Protection Overlay (NPO)					


A group of Tuscaloosa-Lakewood neighbors has been meeting with


the Planning Department since last fall to produce a draft of a 


Neighborhood Protection Overlay for our neighborhood. An NPO is 


a zoning ordinance that protects the established character of 


neighborhood districts by providing specific guidelines for new 


development, including additions to existing structures. In our NPO, we’ve placed a lot of focus on preserving the trees. 





The next step is a neighborhood-wide meeting, which will be held in the second half of February. All property owners will receive a notice of the meeting from the Planning Department. At the meeting, the draft of the NPO will be presented and everyone will have an opportunity to ask questions and suggest revisions. Once the final version is ready, it follows the same procedure as a rezoning request. It goes to the Planning Commission for a nonbinding approval or denial, and then to the City Council for a final vote.


Watch for the announcement of the meeting in your mailbox.
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