President's report for 2008-2009

Spring meeting March 13, 2009 

The Society of North Carolina Archivists marks another milestone this year as the organization turns twenty-five tears old.  It has been my pleasure to serve on the board for a number of years and especially this past year where I have served out the remainder of the presidential term of Suellen Lathrop.  

As no other time in our board's history we have been beset by members who, for various professional reasons, have been unable to finish their duly elected term of office.  My consistent message to our membership is that SNCA is your organization.  While a challenge, this rash of unfinished office tenures brought out the very best of our membership.  An unfinished term leaves a large unfilled series of duties in its wake.  This year's board was faced with recruiting several unfinished terms, and to the credit of the membership, to your credit, when the board asked for service the membership responded.  This last year is a testament to the talent of those members who stepped into the breech and served SNCA.  My personal thanks go out to Karen Paar (who filled two different vacancies) and Jan Blodgett for their service to SNCA in its time of need.  When you see them at this meeting, please take a moment and thank them - and if you think of it, you might consider doing the same for all of the board members you see at the meeting.

Many longtime board members are rotating off the board this year.  Their service and dedication to duty should serve as a model to our membership.  Join me in thanking Dawne Lucas, Adonna Thompson, and Elizabeth Hull for their many years of dedicated service to SNCA's board.  The good news is that rumor has it they are only an email away if newly elected officers need a quick answer!  I would also like to thank several past-presidents who have advised me and offered their support.  I can tell you it was much appreciated.

At this meeting, the Board presents you with a proposal to amend the constitution to move from having two meetings a year to just having a single meeting a year.  In my time as a board member I have been asked at almost every meeting if we could consider this option.  When the opportunity to serve as president came I decided to listen to the membership and pursue the question.  This proposal is a result of the board listening to the membership.  Vote yes or no but please vote.

Other board members will present in their reports the advancements that SNCA has made this year as a whole or within their separate bailiwicks.  I hope you will find that we as an organization have been busy or industrious, if you will.  SNCA's first twenty-five years have laid a firm foundation for the organization.  New challenges await us and new opportunities present themselves.  If you have not considered serving your organization, I ask that you give serious consideration to bringing your talents to the board, or a committee, or write an article for J-SNCA, or participate on a panel at a meeting, or register for a workshop, or offer to host a workshop, or submit items for the newsletter, or mentor a new archivist.  SNCA consists of a wealth of talented people - let your talent shine in service to us all.

Respectfully,

Chris Meekins

