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2006 EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Chair – Ken Walsh

Vice Chair & Trip Coordinator – Diana Gietl in second half of year

Treasurer – Lisa Lorenzin

Secretary – Dave Duguid
Editor – to be filled

I was hoping to have a striking photo of my niece’s first caving trip on the cover but am still waiting for my brother to develop the film from her disposable camera after six weeks.

To submit information for publication in the Troglodyte Tribune, please submit electronic material to the editor at kennywalsh@mindspring.com.  Electronic word processing documents are preferred in Rich Text Format (RTF); most software word processors allow users to save files in RTF format.  Microsoft Word and Word Perfect documents may also be acceptable.  Contact the editor about other types of files.  Any written material or notices should be sent to the editor’s attention at Triangle Troglodytes, PO Box 13141, RTP, NC 27709-3141.

Any applications to join the Triangle Troglodytes should send $15 ($8 July-Dec) to the Triangle Troglodytes, PO Box 13141, RTP, NC 27709-3141.  Please include your name, address, phone numbers, NSS number, and email address.

Survey Weekend

By Dave Duguid
I had been mentioning to Ken over and over various opportunities to go caving; his standard response was to find a weekend and we’d set a trip up.  Well I found a weekend, Feb 18, and Ken found the trip.  He contacted Bob Alderson, Bob has been involved with mapping a cave that goes by several names; Rainy Day Woman and Allegany Blowhole being a few.  Bob was willing to sketch and guide us through the cave on Saturday.  Ken then contacted Tanya McLaughlin about potentially caving on Sunday; she was up for caving though but where we’d be caving wasn’t necessarily clear.

Saturday – Rainy Day Woman Cave

Ken and I met up with Bob at his house Friday night; Saturday morning we proceeded to drive to Snake Run valley in cold, blustery, and snowy conditions.  The landowner asked us not to drive on the property because the ground had been warm and wet.  It certainly was not the case today, but I wasn’t going to suggest otherwise.  There is limited access to the cave, survey purposes only.  We quickly suited up and trekked the half mile to the Rainy Day Woman entrance.  Upon reaching the entrance we where treated to warm blowing air from the cave; there wasn’t even any snow within five feet of the cave entrance.

The entrance was previously dug out for human passage, though it was still very narrow and very steep.  Once into the cave we headed off to our survey point.  The cave consists of massive piles of breakdown everywhere; climbing, ducking, crawling, and getting muddy would be the norm for the day.

I was startled with how quickly we reached the survey point, having looked at the Compass mapping I thought the cave was much bigger than it was.  In hindsight it made perfect sense, there was no straight passages in the cave, but rather many, many, many short shots.  First on the agenda was a short fifteen-foot pit; we descended and surveyed the room below and them down a maze-like passage.  The passage eventually led us back into known, surveyed cave.  We tied into an existing station.  Next on the list was a small passage that had been scoped out on a previous trip and known to tie back into existing passage.  Our final lead for the day was through a low belly crawl that eventually led into a large room, well large for this cave.  The passage looked very promising, but the leads terminated.  There is the potential for a high lead, but we were not equipped to check it out.

Having finished three leads, we were covered in mud and tired from all the excess weight, not to mention all our surveying gear had reached a point it was not useful anymore.  Yes it was a humbling experience to bow out due to the mud, but we did.  It didn’t take long to reach the entrance again.

Outside the cave, while still at the entrance, was pretty cool.  The moist air was still blowing out of the cave.  The moist air would quickly condense making for a ten-foot cloud blowing out of the cave.  How quickly it condensed was attributed to just how cold it was outside.  Yes it was much colder now than in the morning when we arrived.  Being wet didn’t help either.  By the time we had reached the vehicle, our coveralls had frozen.  What an experience it was trying to get the coveralls to flex enough to get them off before freezing to death.

Over a hot Italian dinner we talked about the cave, that it had been two years since Bob was there last, and when a crew should be sought to continue to survey.  I enjoyed the cave and the trip and would like to return.  However one condition must be present; it CANNOT be as cold as it was on this trip!

Four hundred forty feet of cave surveyed.

Sunday – Wide Mouth Cave

Ken and I drove to Marion to meet up with Tanya, Dale, and our very own Lisa Lorenzin and Mike Broome.  Mike and Lisa were looking for a last minute cave trip and landed in one.  In talking with Tanya, Dale, Lisa, and Mike we opted to head out to a cave known to the locals as Wide Mouth Cave.

The cave has good landowner relations but permission is still a must.  The cave has a very large room as the entrance with a small stream outside the cave.  It is obvious that the stream floods and overflows into the cave.

Tanya’s main goal was to get the entrance surveyed.  With six cavers we had enough for a survey team and a team to go and scout out the various passages.  Mike, Tanya, Ken, and I comprised the initial survey team while Lisa and Dale went to scout out leads.  The survey progressed well, and Lisa and Dale reported some good potential leads.

Due to the entrance area being cold, Lisa helped with survey while Mike followed by Tanya made trips into the cave to warm up.  Near the end of the survey Lisa gave me a quick tour of her findings.  The cave is small but has good potential and will be a fun project to work on.

Four hundred feet of cave surveyed.

Trip In March 

Looking ahead, there is more work to be done at Wide Mouth.  Surveying will continue, there are opportunities to dig and ridgewalk (there are a series of caves in a small hillside), and it would make for an easy cave clean up project.

I personally would like to get back to Wide Mouth in March; others involved in the initial trip I believe share the same view.  So stepping out on a limb here, I will arrange for a trip to Wide Mouth on March 25; details to follow soon.  Put it on your Calendars.

January 24 2006 General Grotto Meeting Minutes

· Peter Hertl kicked off first meeting of the year in a timely fashion.

· Introductions were made

· Old business

· There were no outstanding old business maters.

· The floor was open for new business

· Ken Walsh brought up the Spring VAR

· Ken is looking for someone to draw an image or two for the Spring VAR program booklet

· Trip Reports

· Howard (and Ken) gave a trip report of Tawneys and Links caves

· Dave gave a quick Florida cave diving report

· 15 minute break (was hoping for a few late stragglers to show)

· Yearly Elections

· All positions were open (Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, & Editor

· People volunteered

· Vote taken despite not all positions being filled

· Remaining positions to be handled at a later date

· Current Board

· Chair: Ken Walsh

· Vice Chair: filled by Diana Gietl in July

· Secretary: Dave Duguid

· Treasure: Lisa Lorenzin

· Editor: <open>

· Closed the meeting and went out for food and drink

2005 Triangle Troglodytes Treasurer’s Report

	Item
	Amount ($)

	Beginning Balance (January 1, 2005)
	1720.83

	
	

	Income
	

	Membership Dues (25 paid members)
	 328.00

	Collected trip fees
	1214.14 *

	Gear rental
	  40.00

	Donations
	  37.00

	Re-write of expired checks from 2004
	 131.00 **

	Checking account interest
	   1.68

	
	

	Total Income
	1751.82

	
	

	Expenses
	

	Newsletters
	 332.34

	Programs and trips
	1002.40

	P.O. Box Rental
	  38.00

	RTPNet Website / Mailing List
	  60.00

	
	

	Total Expenses
	1432.74

	
	

	Net Income
	 319.08

	
	

	Ending Balance (12/31/2005)
	2039.91


* Note 1: The trips in 2005 were the 15th Anniversary trip in April and the Annual grotto trip in October.

** Note 2: There were 3 checks not deposited in 2004 that expired, totaling $138.50 ($18.50 in membership dues, $120 in trip fees).  Two of those checks were re-written and deposited.  One person who chose not to renew membership in 2005 also declined to re-write a check for $7.50.
If you haven’t yet paid your 2006 TriTrog dues, send them in today.  Attend the officer meetings to let us know how to spend your money.


Letter from the former owner of Inner Mountain Outfitters

Dear VAR Cavers,
It is with a good bit of regret -- and a great deal of glee! -- that I hereby announce my retirement from Inner Mountain Outfitters.
It has been my great pleasure to serve you for the past 22 years.  I very much appreciate the support you have shown to me, and to Dru, and to IMO, over that time.  It will be a great relief to finally slow the pace a little, and spend more time enjoying life, and travel, and grandkids.  But fear not, have not abandoned the caving scene; in fact, I'll have a lot more time for it now!
Nor has IMO left the caving world.  It has been sold to a younger couple who are in my estimation a perfect fit for continuing the IMO tradition for decades to come.  Those of you who have ever attended a TAG Fall Cave-in will know the new owners, Jeff and Nina Martin of the Atlanta area.  They're seasoned cavers and excellent business people, as well as just all-around good folks who will continue to provide first-rate advice, equipment, and service.
They are building a new facility to house an expanded IMO, and will relocate the business there in early February. 
So it's not too late to stop through Greenville and stock up on caving goodies between now an the end of January; I'm sure they'll appreciate your lightening their load!
I do regret that I'm leaving the VAR without a resident speleovendor, but on the bright side, IMO will continue to attend VARs, and you (at least you Virginians) won't have to pay sales tax when you shop IMO in the future...
Once again, I very much appreciate your patronage, support, and friendship, and look forward to seeing you at Grand Caverns in April, when I'll be able to talk, party, and cave with you like a regular caver.
May you all be so fortunate as to retire at such a tender age!
Cavingly,
Alex
Spring VAR 2006 
Grand Caverns, Grottoes, Virginia

April 28-30, 2006 


Price 
Pre-registration price (must be postmarked by April 12):  $25


On-site price: $27 








Preregistration Children 4-14:  $20 


On site price: $220  [ed.: a pretty steep penalty]








Children under 4:                      free

Cave Trips 
There will be a variety of cave trips offered, both led and self-guided.  A kids’ trip to Fountain Cave is planned.  Trips to less demanding caves such as Church Mountain, Linville Quarry, and Island Ford Caves will also be available.  Other more challenging cave trips will be 3-D Maze, Lyles Pit, Glade Cave (one of the muddiest caves in Virginia), and Cave Spring Cave (which has a most spectacular wall of flowstone called “Buttermilk Falls").  A trip into Crozet Tunnel (an old railroad tunnel) is planned.  In addition to guided trips into Grand Caverns (not the new section!), you will be able to explore the hillside above Grand Caverns and check out many of the "new discoveries" on Cave Hill.   
  
Friday Night 
Music by John Fox 

Saturday Night Menu 
Chicken Bake 








Meatloaf 
Salad with assorted dressings 



Mashed potatoes 
Macaroni & cheese 






California blend veggies (cauliflower, broccoli, carrots) 
Corn 











Rolls & butter 
Tea, Lemonade 







Brownies, Banana Cake, Carrot Cake, Cheese Cake, Cookies 
  
Saturday Night Program 
Grand Caverns Video by Dave Socky                                

Talk on Cave Hill by Jim McConkey 
Photos of the “New Section” from various contributors             
More music by John Fox 
  
Other Attractions 
Speleovendors and the Guillotine Trough Squeeze Box will be on-site. 
  
Registration Form 
Make checks out to D.C. Grotto and mail to Carol Tiderman, 7600 Pindell School Road, Fulton, MD 20759-9725 
Be sure to PRINT neatly so that you will get your Region Record in the mail. 
  
Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Other people you’re paying for:  _______________________________________ ______________________
  
________________________________________________________________ _______________________
  
Mailing Address:  __________________________________________________ _______________________
  
________________________________________________________________ _______________________
  
Telephone Number:  _______________________________________________ _______________________
  
E-mail Address:  ___________________________________________________  _______________________

TROGLODYTE TRIPS

If you’re planning a trip, post it on the TriTrogs website (http://RTPnet.org/~tritrogs/). 
	Date
	Contact
	Description

	March 4
	Ken Walsh
	Grand Caverns Survey.  Come up that weekend for surface digs, video sherpa duty, or survey in new caves. Be sure to let Carol Tiderman know to expect you.

	March 25
	Dave Duguid
	Trip to Wide Mouth Cave, Smyth County, Virginia – surveying, cleanup, and/or digging

	March 28
	
	TriTrog Meeting at 7:30 PM at the NC Museum of Natural Sciences—Program: How to Read Cave Maps

	April 1
	Ken Walsh
	Grand Caverns Survey.  Come up that weekend for surface digs, video sherpa duty, or survey in new caves. Be sure to let Carol Tiderman know to expect you.

	April 25
	
	TriTrog Meeting at 7:30 PM at the NC Museum of Natural Sciences—Tentative Program: Sea Caves of the Channel Islands

	April 29
	Ken Walsh
	Virginia Area Region Spring Meeting at Grand Caverns.  See registration form on back of this page (pre-register by April 12)

	June 1-4
	Pete Hertl
	SERA Summer Cave Carnival, 

Buck's Pocket State Park Near Scottsboro, Alabama www.Caves.Org/Grotto/CAG


Triangle Troglodytes

P.O. Box 13141

RTP, NC 27709-3141

IF YOU HAVE NOT PAID 2006 DUES, THIS IS YOUR LAST NEWSLETTER.  PLEASE SEND $15 IN TODAY.




I received an email encouraging grottoes to continue to encourage members to join the NSS.  Go to the link below for more information: http://caves.org/grotto/wss/nssmembership.pdf




















Web Links We Need at http://RTPnet.org/~tritrogs/





A great caving knots web site I found:





http://cyberbuzz.gatech.edu/orgt/caving/knots/knots.html








"SEQUOIA NATIONAL PARK, California (AP) -- Twenty-seven previously unknown species of spiders, centipedes, scorpion-like creatures and other animals have been discovered in the dark, damp caves beneath two national parks in the Sierra Nevada, biologists say."





� HYPERLINK "http://www.cnn.com/2006/TECH/science/01/18/new.species.ap/index.html" �http://www.cnn.com/2006/TECH/science/01/18/new.species.ap/index.html�








Microbots exploring Martian Caves





� HYPERLINK "http://www.astrobio.net/news/print.php?sid=1798" �http://www.astrobio.net/news/print.php?sid=1798�














We’re late but are hoping to transition the grotto into the twenty-first century.  You’ll notice below that we haven’t filled all of our positions yet, so we can use any help that grotto members give.  


Please contact the officers to volunteer your assistance.























� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





Volume 17


         Issue 1


          February 2006





The Troglodyte Tribune


 is the official newsletter


of the Triangle Troglodytes, 


a local grotto representing


the eastern North Carolina members of the 
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