SNCA Program Committee Report, 2008-2009

The committee members for 2008-2009 were:

Adina Riggins, Vice-President/Chair, 2008-2009

Dawne Lucas, SNCA Secretary and Member, 2008-2009

Karen Paar, Member, 2008-2009

David Chiswell, Member, 2008-2009

Greta Reisel Browning, 2008-2009

The Local Arrangements Committee members for Fall 2008 were

Greta Reisel Browning

Hal Keiner

Kathy Staley

Pam Mitchem

Simms Toomey

The Local Arrangements Committee members for Spring 2009 were

Tim Pyatt

Dean Jeffrey

Jodi Berkowitz

Kim Sims

I. The first program committee meeting was Friday, June 27, 2008, Belk Library, Appalachian State University, Boone, NC. In attendance: Dawne Lucas, Adina Riggins, David Chiswell, Karen Paar, Hal Keiner, and Greta Browning.  

a. Archives Boot Camp.  Hal suggested that we ask the SNCA executive board to reimburse hotel costs for two boot camp instructors to stay overnight to teach the day-and-a-half long workshop.  Dawne will follow up with the instructors of the Fall 2007 Elizabeth City Boot Camp and ask them to teach it again.  Alternative teachers were discussed as substitutes if the original teachers were not available.  

b. Describing Archives: A Content Standard workshop.  Registration was already open for this workshop. This would be the first time SAA and SNCA would cosponsor an SAA workshop.  SNCA members are eligible for a discount from the non-SAA-member rate and the discount code is available from the Program Committee.  Hal reported that SAA was happy to work with SNCA and that having the instructor located in North Carolina reduces overhead costs.

c. Session Proposals.  The program committee reviewed session proposals.  The committee made decisions regarding acceptance of proposals and order/arrangement of the program.

d. The program committee discussed vendors and potential donors for door prizes. Anne Whisnant was selected as first choice for a keynote speaker, and Karen Paar volunteered to contact Anne Whisnant to ask her to serve.

e. Plans were discussed for the reception at Turchin Center, with discussion of the possibility of generous underwriting by Belk Library, ASU.  

f. The program committee considered plans for Spring 2009 meeting.  Adina has had trouble getting information from contacts in Southern Pines/Pinehurst, which had been a potential location.  [It was agreed in subsequent email discussions to postpone Southern Pines until Spring 2010, and to ask the executive board for approval to hold the Spring 2009 meeting at Duke. The executive board approved via email.]

g. The committee discussed options for tours in the library and local area, and viewed the facility, including the rooms for workshops, sessions, and breaks and the Turchin Center.

II. The second face-to-face meeting of the Program Committee was Friday, November 21, 2008 at Perkins Library, Duke University, Durham, NC. In attendance: Tim Pyatt, Adina Riggins, David Chiswell, Dawne Lucas, Dean Jeffrey, Jodi Berkowitz,  and Kim Sims

a. Kim and Jodi agreed to explore catering possibilities.  Tim Pyatt would be working closely with Kim and Jodi on the reception.  Options were discussed for caterers.  It was agreed to have box lunches at the meeting rather than lunch on your own.  Tim led the committee on a tour of the areas in Perkins available for workshops, meeting sessions, breaks, and the reception.

b. Workshops:  Registration was already underway for the SAA workshop to be offered at the spring SNCA meeting: MARC According to DACS.  This 2-day SAA workshop would be jointly sponsored by Duke University, SNCA, and SAA.  Duke University library employees and SNCA members would be entitled to a discount from the non-SAA-member rate.  The discount code for SNCA members is available from the program committee.

c. Ideas for program sessions were mentioned, including having a session relating to the 25th anniversary of SNCA.  There were no returned session proposal forms to consider as they had not yet been distributed to the membership as of the time of this meeting.

II. Phone Conferences.  Greta Browning and Adina Riggins spoke over the phone occasionally during spring, summer, and fall of 2008. Tim Pyatt, Adina Riggins, and Dawne Lucas held a local arrangements conference call on February 6, 2009.  Telephone calls were reviewed with the committee over email.

III.  Email was the primary vehicle of communication for the Program Committee.

IV. Accomplishments

a. The Program Committee revised the online “Session Proposal Form” and “Tips for Strengthening Session Proposals,” improving the clarity and presentation of these documents.

b. Co-sponsored SAA-SNCA workshops were offered for the first time (one-day workshop in Fall 2008 and a two-day workshop in Spring 2009).  The Fall 2008 DACS workshop was full and SAA was eager to work with us again for the spring 2009 meeting.

c. Boot Camp was offered for only the second time (first time since inaugural Boot Camp in Fall 2007).

d. Significant institutional support from Appalachian State University Belk Library ($1000 for Fall meeting, underwriting the reception)

e. Significant institutional support from Duke University Archives/Special Collections (ca. $500 for Spring meeting, underwriting the reception)

f. Door prizes were offered at the fall meeting.  The fall meeting doesn’t typically have door prizes.  The door prizes were books: one was donated by UNC Press, another by McFarland Press, and another by ASU Scholars Bookshop. 

V.  Fall meeting.  We had a strong fall meeting. Evaluations were especially positive about local arrangements and the comfortable and attractive facilities.  Here  is a summary of key numbers.

a. DACS workshop: 24 attended.  

b. Archives Boot Camp: 8 attendees, 2 instructors

c. Copyright and the Law: 11 attendees, 1 instructor

d. Reception: ca. 48 attendees

e. Friday meeting: ca. 60 attendees

Figures do not include people who registered the day of the meeting and non-registered/unpaid attendees/speakers. 

VI. Spring meeting. 

a. All day workshops on Electronic Records and Photographic Archiving will be offered. The SAA workshop on MARC according to DACS will also be offered.

b. David Cecelski will be the keynote speaker.  Adina attempted to get funding from the NC Humanities Council Road Scholars Program but the Road Scholars funding is not available due to budget cutbacks at the Humanities Council this year.

VII. Budget/ Net Worth: SNCA has not lost money on the Fall meeting based on the treasurer’s report at the SNCA executive board meetings.

VIII. Goals for the next program committee

a. I  have made contact with organizations in Southern Pines and Pinehurst region. We are planning to have the spring 2010 meeting there. A local arrangements committee is being formed.

b. It was hoped that we could partner in some capacity with the North Carolina Preservation Consortium for the fall meeting in Chapel Hill, but this organization decided to keep their meeting separate since they are also celebrating an anniversary this year. 

c. The program committee will respond to the membership vote on the amendment changing the number of meetings held per year. 

Respectfully submitted,

Adina L. Riggins

Program Committee Chair

February 25, 2009
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