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Cdr John òJBó Bagby, JN  

FROM THE HELM 

I   am glad that so many of you have made the 
right choice: you can help create the fun or you 

can sit back and read about the fun in the next issue of Cannon 
Soundings.  We have many fun photos in this issue as well as those 

posted at www.fmsps.org.  Somebody is having fun! 

This month is packed with outdoor and on-the-water events; I am 
sure they will be good memories for all of us.  Participate and see 
what develops.  Ask one of our newer members to join you on your 
boat or at our booth where we spread the word about the squadron 
and boating.  Visit the web site and look at the May calendar and 

boating activities. 

The 16th through the 21st is National Safe Boating Week.  I have 
drafted proclamations for the mayors of      
Morehead City and Pine Knoll Shores to sign, 
which they did last year.  The Morehead City 
Family Boating and In-water Boat Show kick-off 
gala on Friday, 17 May will feature the         
Commander, U.S. Coast Guard Sector North 
Carolina, the Auxiliary, the mayors and Carteret 
County Commissioners, and me in a joint     

proclamation of safe boating week along the Crystal Coast.  The 
theme this year is the importance of wearing your life jacket when 
boating.  A significant number of boaters who lose their lives by 
drowning each year would be alive today had they worn their life 
jackets.  During safe boating week, we will have an information 
booth.  See Dick McKeon or Anne Clarke about volunteering to staff 

our booth during this event. 

See you on the water! 

Cdr JB  
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WE CARE!  
 

W E CARE! is a community based group 

of citizens who want to show their respect and appreciation for our 

men and women in uniform. Joyce and Sam Sanford started WE CARE! to send 

care packages to our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan. They have made contact with 

a number of commanding  officers and first sergeants/sergeants major at the   

company and battalion level, one of whom is our own Tony Dill! Care packages 

must be addressed to a specific service person, and those senior Marines and 

soldiers know where the contents of the packages will do the most good. 

The Sanfords are working to establish WE CARE! as a 501(c)3 nonprofit          

corporation.  They are looking for donations of items to go in the boxes, people to 

help with administrative details and/or funds to make this an ongoing effort. Joyce 

and Sam will continue to contribute postage for the packages they send. For those 

who wish to send packages on their own, they will provide instructions, a list of 

acceptable items and mailing labels for recipients.  

They want to share with you an excerpt from a recent email they received from a 

Marine in Iraq. His unit flies supplies to outlying detachments. 

March 29, 2009 

Dear Sam, 

Thanks, The other two boxes were delivered to brown dirt 

covered Marines. The Load Master said the only thing 

you could see under their goggles where their white grins. 

You put a smile on some faces. Those wonderful Marines 

at these FOBs have it pretty rough some times and I am 

glad we can all share in bringing them some simple 

things. 

MSgt James D. Hall 

You can contact Joyce and Sam at 252-240-3864 or at ssjs@ec.rr.com. 

mailto:mailto:rhowd@earthlink.net
mailto:pepechuck@embarqmail.com
mailto:mailto:slapalme@ec.rr.com
http://www.fmsps.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lt/C Bruce Brill, AP  
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

A s May approaches the activities increase.  On April 25th Tom Myers and Bruce 
Brill represented the Fort Macon Sail and Power Squadron at the Maritime        

museum for the program:  ñAll about Boats.ò  On May 2nd, Tom also led the Fort Macon 
Sail and Power Squadron effort at an information table at the Maritime Museumôs Wooden 
Boat Show.  On May 1st Past Commander Robert Howd represented Fort Macon Sail and 
Power Squadron in Norfolk, Virginia at an annual COOP Charting presentation.  Jerry 
Chase and his merry Vessel Safety Examiners will be moving out in full force to get as 
many Vessel Safety Checks done as possible at the beginning of the boating               
season.  The Squadron will be participating in the Morehead City In-Water Boat Show 
again this year.  There is additional information on this event in this issue of the Cannon 

Soundings.   

 
I asked my ñCaretakerò what I could do to make up for all this medical ñstuffò since last Au-
gust.  I got my answer:   Jennifer and I will be at Hilton Head SC from the 9 th to the 16th of 

May.   

 
There will be information forthcoming about Military Appreciation Day in May.  The ExCom 
will be discussing it in the May meeting and then we will get the 

information out to all.   

 
Remember to get your boat inspected.  There should be no      
excuse for a Power Squadron member not having their boat     

inspected. Have a Great ñSafe Boating Week.ò 

 

XO Bruce  

Overnight Cruise to Ocracoke 20th -21st May 2009  

Please make reservations ASAP for a room and if needed a slip. The number for room reservations is 252-928-1101       

currently prices are $100.00 to $110.00 a night. The number to the Marina is 252-928-6661 slip fee is $1.75 a foot and $3.00 

extra for cable. They have a pool and shower facility available for use. Please inform the Inn and Marina you are with the 

FMSPS. For those going by ferry from Cedar Island the number to make reservations is 1-800-293-3779. The Ferry times 

are as follows. 7:30a.m., 10:30, Noon, 2:00p.m., 5:00 and 7:00. trip is approx 2 1/2 hours.  We hope to see you in Ocracoke!  

http://www.fmsps.org/


 
 

 

Lt/C John Clarke, AP 
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER  

A hoy FMSPS Shipmates,  

We have now completed two activities since mid March that featured cruises 
and by now you may have participated or seen pictures of these events. Many thanks to the Millers for       
organizing these two trips and for encouraging all to attend. The lunch trip to Oriental was attended by over 20 
of our membership and would have swelled to a few more had a sudden engine warning alarm not gone off on 
Prodigal Summer. Aboard that day was our Commander and Harold OôBriant, but alas we were not going to 
try to make the trek. But if you missed this trip or the earlier one to Swansboro, we are planning a number of 
fun activities for the Squadron over the balance of the year. Please visit our website and check out the work 
provided by Chuck Verret, our boating activities chair. We have planned several of these earlier in the week 
so that should there be a weather issue we will not have to cancel them, but can add some flexibility into the 
schedule by adjusting the dates just a bit. If in doubt, either call Chuck, me or check the website, as we are 
doing our best to keep this information current and accurate for our boating schedules. Thanks to  Donald 

Willis for maintaining our website too. 

Our May meeting will be held at Morehead City Country Club. The menu will feature a stuffed pork         
tenderloin meat   entree and an assortment of side dishes and served buffet style. I understand that some 
great desserts will also be  featured in addition to tea and coffee. They feature a full service bar as well. Our 
guest speaker that evening, Captain Wes Daniels of ñSend Your Boat to College,ò will tell us about this     
business located at the Community College and about his other business, NC Boat Photos 
(www.ncboatphotos.com). He will film or photograph your boat while under way. Dinner costs will be $15 per 

person. 

I have heard great comments on MCCC and on Captain Billôs as the food has been great and the          
accommodations allow for comfortable seating and warm ambience. Please drop me a note or call me to let 
me know your thoughts on these facilities. If you are interested in being chair of the food program, please let 
me know! Additionally, please be   reminded that if you RSVP that you will be in attendance and do not show 
up for dinner, we have to pay for unused  entrees. Illness or last minute issues cannot be avoided, but please 
make every effort to attend or notify your caller in a timely manner about any changes so that we might be 

able to adjust the final dinner headcount. 

Our next big boating activity will be an overnight cruise to Ocracoke. We are going to organize a Captainôs 
meeting, headed up by Chuck Verret and Joe Murphy, prior to the trip to help us all plan for a successful    
navigation. An all hands email will go out shortly noting the location for this planning session. Chuck Verret is 
the lead contact for this trip. The website link for boating activities has the information regarding hotel and 

docking that Chuck was able to gather during their ñre-conò to Ocracoke in George Mitchellôs land yacht RV.  

The June meeting, The Commanderôs Picnic, will be held at Beacon's Reach Marina in Pine Knoll Shores 
and hosted by the Joe and Cynthia Murphy. The May dinner meeting details will be finalized shortly and sent 
out to all by the calling committee (Mary Heim, Frank Styers, Joan Dill, Marcia Holcomb, and Anne Clarkeé

MANY THANKS for all you do), so please hold the date of Monday May 18th.   

AO John  

http://www.fmsps.org/
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1st/Lt Anne Clarke, S  
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Lt/C Richard McKeon, JN  
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EDUCATIONAL OFFICER   

T he Morehead City Family Boating and in 
Water Boat Show is 15-17 May. The   

education department will have a booth displaying Senate Bill 43 and 
House Bill 39 and advanced course materials to encourage guests to 
consider joining our membership. Saturday hours are from 1000 until 
1700 and Sunday hours are from 1100 until 1600. We need workers for 
2 hour intervals on both days to explain how our Boating Squadron 
Course can facilitate the potential new law's boating course requirement. 
We will be set up just East of the Olympic Dive Center on 8th Street and 
the Coast Guard auxiliary will be beside us. In order to provide           
information the entire weekend, we need volunteers to sign up. All times 
are available. Please call Anne Clarke, 240-3201, or e-mail                        
hascide@ec.rr.com if you can take some time to work. That same  

weekend there is a Squadron Boating Course at the VFW.  

Just when boating weather appears, the FMSPS Education           
Department gets fired up with a lot of learning potential for members and 
non-members alike! Tom Myers and Joe Murphy are in gear with the 
Cruise Planning Course and the final exam will be given on 28 May.   
Another Squadron Boating Course was offered on 18-19 April at the 
VFW in Beaufort. A great big thank you to Joe Murphy and Sam Sanford 
for their diligent hard work. Please consider taking the boating instructor 

course and signing on to assist with this most important cause.  

Bob Howd, Elliott Manke, Ken Link, JB Bagby, Tom Myers, and Dick 

McKeon just attended the Boater Operator Certificate course on         

pyrotechnics with external demonstrations provided, Saturday April 25. 

Once their certification is completed, they will be able to offer interested 

members the certification course.  

Interest has been expressed in the Marine Radar seminar offered by 

the USPS. Dick McKeon would like to offer this seminar if enough    

members would like to "get on board" , please call him, 463-0208, or 

Anne Clarke, 240-3201 or respective e-mail rmckeon@ec.rr.com or  

hascide@ec.rr to indicate your interest.  

Safe Boating! 

 Asst SEO Anne  & SEO Dick 

http://www.fmsps.org/

