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Cdr Tom Myers, AP 

FROM THE HELM 

~ Cdr Tom 

T 
he ñDog Daysò of summer have arrived at the Crystal 
Coast with afternoon temperatures in the 90s almost 
every day.  This is also the time that we host visits by 

many friends and family for part of their summer vacations.  A 
boat trip is frequently included, so take the time to do your maintenance checks to help 
insure a safe trip for your summer guests.  Pay special attention to your batteries,  
cooling system and fuel filters, if you are using any ethanol-blend fuel.   

June and July were busy times for the Squadron with the annual picnic at Bob Howdôs 
house in Sea Gate and our July 4th raft up in Morehead City.  We enjoyed sailing on 
the Neuse and the trip to Cape Lookout, with the Memorial Service for P/R/C Gene 
Neal.  Our Education Department held a Public Boating Course in June and a very   
successful Skipper Saver course on 26 July.  Bob Howd held a Cooperative Charting 
Workshop in July to get us ready for the fall program.  Many thanks to the dozens of 
squadron members who helped organize these events, served as Cruise Captains, 
worked as Instructors and provided their boats for these events. 

Planning for our fall activities is well underway.  Remember to check the calendar on 
the FMSPS web site for upcoming events and classes that can help you enhance your 
vessel handling skills.  Advance Piloting will begin on 14 August at the VFW with     
Marine Electronics following later in the fall, pending receipt of new course material 
from National.  The Weather course may also be offered this fall.  Let Dick McKeon 
know of your interest in any of these courses.  Our next Public Boating Course will be 
on 13-14 September.  Encourage your neighbors and new residents to attend this 
course.  Several members of the Bridge will be in Detroit, MI for the Annual USPS  
Governing Board on 3-7 September.  On 31 October ï 2 November, FMSPS will host 
the D/27 Fall Council/Conference in Atlantic Beach.  Special thanks to Ken Link, Jack 
Cummins and their committee who have been working throughout the spring and   
summer to get us ready for this event where FMSPS will host this gathering of the 20 
squadrons in D/27.  

Congratulations and welcome aboard to our two newest members, Jan and Lucy 
Pittman from Raleigh, NC.  Jan was a student at our June Public Boating Class and 
she joined us at the helm of a boat for Skipper Saver in July. 

Please remember that there will be NO monthly membership meeting in August .  
Our next regular monthly meeting will be 15 September at the VFW in Beaufort.  
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

I  
 would like to add my personal congratulations to each of the members of 
this Squadron who successfully completed the Junior Navigator course 
this summer.  This is a great personal and Squadron                              

accomplishment.  The Instructors, Ken Link and Bill Reasons, did a great 

job.   Please see the results of their efforts on Page 3. 

P/C Bob Howd, JN, has started a group working on Coop-Charting.  We all 
have been given our initial training and now we are doing practice reports and 

will be following Bobôs lead on activities to undertake.  Thanks, Bob. 

We have completed more than 100 Vessel Safety Checks so far this 
year.  Many thanks go to P/R/C Elliott Manke, JN, and Lt Jerry Chase, S, for 

keeping all the examiners motivated and involved. 

In the months of August and September, I will be coordinating the planning of 
many events coming in October through December.  In addition to coordinating 
this planning, we all have many other ongoing activities, such as boating      
activities led by Lt/C JB Bagby, JN, and the many educational courses being 

led by  Lt/C Richard McKeon, JN. 

This year, the Seafood Festival is on October 4th and 5th.  Some new ideas to 
make our presence there more meaningful already have been provided.  We 

will need some enthusiastic volunteers to make pull this off. 

On Saturday, 18 October, we will be having our annual Aids to Navigation 
class and educational cruise.  We have been doing some preliminary work but 

will need some assistance in making this as successful as those in past years. 

On Friday through Sunday, 31 October ï 2 November, our Squadron will be 
hosting the District 27 Fall Council/Conference.  Please see the information on 
Pages 8 -13.  We all need to support Ken Link, Jack Cummins, and their     

committee to make this a special event for the District. 

On Saturday, 8 November, we will be participating in the Morehead City      
Veteranôs Day parade.  We also are planning on participating in the Christmas 
parades of Pine Knoll Shores, Beaufort, Morehead City, and Down East.  This 
is a lot of fun, and it shows the Fort Macon Sail and Power Squadron presence 

in the community. 

Please give me a call (726-3119) or send me an e-mail (bbrill@ec.rr.com) if 
you are interested in participating in the Seafood Festival, Aids to Navigation, 
or any of the parades.  Donôt forget to contact Ken or Jack if you can help with 

the District 27 meeting during October in Atlantic Beach. 

May you all have great boating experiences throughout the remaining months 
of this summer.  Be safe on the water.  
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Lt/C Richard McKeon, JN  
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SEPT    

13 & 14 

EDUCATIONAL OFFICER   

F 
or those of you that were not at our last membership meeting, we 
have seven members that have earned the Advanced Grade of 
Junior Navigator (JN).  We had nine that passed the exam with the 

lowest score being 89%.  One member is already a JN and another 

needs to pass AP.  

 

 

Piloting Course exam results just arrived from National.  Congratulations 
to all.  Robert Adams , John Bedford , John Clarke, Jr. , Richard    
Johnson , Suzanne LaPalme , Richard LaPalme , Thomas Lenweaver  
and Kenneth Tapley earned the Advanced Grade of Pilot (P).  Thanks to 
Bob Howd for doing a great job as the Instructor.  We are planning the        
Advanced Piloting course to start August 14.  Hopefully the material 

should be here in time.  Please let me know if you are interested.   

The Marine Electronics (ME) course will probably start in September as 
we are still waiting for the new course material.  Our Instructor has 

changed and will be Ken Tyminiski. 

The Weather course will start in September with Walt Schmid as our    
Instructor.  So far we have six members signed up to take this course.  If 
anyone has not notified me of their interest in taking Weather, please call 

or e-mail me ASAP. 

September 13 & 14 is our next Public Boating Course, and Joe Murphy 
will be calling a meeting with all of our Certified Instructors and will be  
trying to get some of our new Instructors involved.  So, when he calls, 

please donôt let him down.         

On 26 July we held the Skipper Saver Program with 16 in attendance at 
the VFW in Beaufort.  Sam Sanford did a great job conducting the    
morning session.  A big Thank You  to Frank & Polly Styers for their    
hospitality at Peltier Creek for the afternoon session, and special thanks 
to Paul Heim, Brian Jackson, Chuck Verret, and David & Judy Henry for 
providing their boats for the on-water instruction and hands on             
experience for the students.  Further, many thanks to Pete & Gerri 

Geyer for supplying such delicious food for the crews when they          
returned.  All of the students seemed glad that they took the course, even 
being apprehensive when out on the water, they all gave it a ñgoò.  A 

great time was had by all.  

http://www.fmsps.org/

