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Racing History of the Crescent Ski Council

Updated April 2011
The Crescent Ski Council’s racing program began in 1973 as part of its winter ski club rendezvous weekend.  A single race was held each year, and only the top three racers for each club counted toward the team standings.  Typically, 40 to 50 racers participated, representing six or seven clubs.

In 1979 the Crescent Racing Series was established at the request of the Council’s clubs for an ongoing program that would provide season-long racing for all interested club members with varying degrees of skiing ability.  Initially, racers participated in a single series with competitors representing their clubs in race divisions segmented by age and gender.  Beginning in 1983 a computerized handicap system was developed that allowed the establishment of two different racing series and provided the segregation of racers into flights based on ability.

1985 - 1986 season

Crescent Racing affiliated with the U.S. Recreational Ski Association (USRSA) and became the Southeastern Region of its Chrysler All-American Racing Series.  In the Chrysler Series national finals held in Purgatory, Colorado, Crescent’s racers demonstrated how far the Council’s racing program had come by winning the National Championship of Recreational Racing over teams representing the five other regions of the country.

This season was the first that Crescent had both a regular season champion and a Crescent Cup Finals champion.  A total of 606 racers participated in the Crescent series-racing program during the season.  Winston-Salem won the Crescent Cup.

1986 – 1987 season

Crescent Racing was again affiliated with USRSA and represented the Southeast Region in the Plymouth All-American Racing Series.  The Crescent team finished second in the National Finals.  Charlotte won the regular season championship.  Columbia took home the Crescent Cup.  A total of 631 racers participated in the Crescent series-racing program.  The racing fee for the year was $15 per racer.

1987 – 1988 season 

Crescent racers were represented at the Plymouth All-American Racing Finals.  Five members of the six-member team representing the Southeast Region were from Crescent Racing.  Approximately 300 racers participated in each Crescent race this year.  Columbia won the Crescent Cup for the second straight year.

1988 - 1989

The Crescent Racers were again represented at the Plymouth All-American Racing finals.  The six-member team representing the Eastern Region was comprised of all Crescent racers.  The Crescent team took first place at the finals held at Breckenridge, Colorado, in April 1989.  Winston-Salem won the Crescent Cup.

Crescent introduced the development racing series during this season to give racers a chance to run gates outside of race day to develop and fine tune their skills.

1989 - 1990

Crescent divided the racing clubs into two divisions this season.  The Northern Division consisted of clubs from North Carolina, Virginia, and West Virginia, while the Southern Division was comprised of clubs from South Carolina, Tennessee, and Georgia.  All clubs raced and competed together at the Crescent Cup Finals in Silvercreek.  Columbia won the regular season title in the Southern Division while Charlotte won the Northern Division title.  Asheville won the Crescent Cup.  The racing fees for the season were increased to $20 per person.

Crescent was again affiliated with USRSA and USRSA made the Southeast region a separate region.  The Crescent team took the top honors by finishing first at the finals held in Jackson Hole, Wyoming.

1990 - 1991

The Crescent team representing Crescent in the USRSA series did well, although they did not finish first this season. Greg Copps took first place in the individuals race for the men at the Finals.  Asheville won the Northern Division regular season title while ??? won the Southern Division title.  Asheville won the Crescent Cup for the second straight year.

1991 - 1992

All ten races were held this season with a total of 372 racing participants.  The regular season titles were won by Raleigh (Northern Division) and Columbia (Southern Division).  Asheville won the Crescent Cup for the third consecutive year. Six Crescent racers won trips to the USRSA finals in Aspen, Colorado, which were run in a recreational format instead of the competitive format as in previous years.

1992 – 1993

Ten races were held this season with a total of 279 racing participants.  Regular season races were held at Hawksnest (2 days), Winterplace (2 days), Wintergreen (2 days), Beech Mountain, and the finals were held at Silvercreek.  The regular season champions were Knoxville (Southern Division) and Raleigh (Northern Division).  Catawba Valley skied nearly flawless to win the Crescent Cup.

The Crescent six-person team representing the Southeast Region at the USRSA National Finals held at Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, performed well.  The format was focused on individual performance.  Crescent racers took home two first, two second, one third, and one seventh place finish, dominating the race event.

1993 – 1994

Ten races were held this season with a total of 284 racing participants.  Regular season races were held at Appalachian (2 days), Winterplace (2 days), Hawksnest, Beech Mountain, Wintergreen (2 days), and the Finals were held at Silvercreek.  Hornet’s Nest won the Crescent Cup.  Mitsubishi took over as the USRSA sponsor this year.

1994 - 1995

Eight races were held this season with four being cancelled due to poor snow conditions.  A total of 223 racers participated in the racing series this season.  Regular season races were held at Beech Mountain (2 days), Wintergreen (2 days), and Sugar Mountain (2 days).  The Appalachian and Winterplace races were cancelled.  The Crescent Cup Finals were held at Silvercreek.  The regular season champions were East Tennessee (Southern Division) and Raleigh (Northern Division).  Raleigh capped off a big season by winning the Crescent Cup.

1995 - 1996

Eleven races were held this season with a total of 279 racers participating in the Crescent racing series.  Regular season races were held at Appalachian (2 days), Hawksnest, Winterplace (2 days), Wintergreen (2 days), Beech Mountain, and Sugar Mountain.  The Crescent Cup Finals were held at Silvercreek.  The only race cancellation of the season was the GS day at Hawksnest.  This race was cancelled due to too much snow!  Almost two feet of fresh powder covered the North Carolina slopes, which was too much to handle in the race course.  Some of the racers took advantage of the fluffy stuff and did some rare eastern powder skiing.  The regular season champions were East Tennessee (Southern Division) and Charlotte (Northern Division).  East Tennessee completed a dominant race season by winning the Crescent Cup.

1996 - 1997

Six regular season races were held at Appalachian (2 days), Wintergreen (2 days), and Sugar Mountain (2 days).  The Crescent Cup Finals were held at Silvercreek.  The four races scheduled for Hawksnest and Winterplace were cancelled due to poor snow conditions.  A total of 252 Crescent racers participated in the Crescent racing series this season.  The regular season champions were East Tennessee (Southern Division) and Raleigh (Northern Division).  Hornet’s Nest dominated the Crescent Cup Finals with a perfect score of 80 points.

Crescent racing moved a little deeper into cyberspace this season when Kevin Tombs offered race registration via the Internet.  E-mail registration began to replace the phone and fax methods of the past and enhanced communications between the race directors and Crescent race registration.

1997 - 1998

Ten races were held this season with a total of 294 racing participants.  The regular season races were held at Appalachian (2 days), Hawksnest (2 days), Winterplace (2 days), and Sugar Mountain (2 days).  The two races scheduled for Wintergreen were cancelled due to poor snow conditions.  The Crescent Cup Finals were held at Silvercreek.  The regular season champions were East Tennessee (Southern Division) and Raleigh (Northern Division).  Hornet’s Nest won the Crescent Cup.

The Crescent Ski Council introduced its Web site this race season (Dec. 1997), and race results were posted on the Internet for the first time.

1998 - 1999
The Snow Gods were very unkind to Crescent racing during the 1998/1999 season.  Six of the ten scheduled regular season races were cancelled due to spring-like weather conditions.  The only regular season races held were at Silvercreek (2 days) and Sugar Mountain (2 days).  The Crescent Cup Finals were held at Silvercreek.  Three of the four regular season races were also marred by poor weather, with the second GS run at Silvercreek cancelled due to rain.  Both races at Sugar were held on very thin snow with several brown and green areas popping up between gates.  A total of 223 racers participated in the race series.  The numbers were down due to the poor snow conditions and cancellation of six races.  Knoxville ended East Tennessee’s four-year reign of the regular season by winning the Southern Division title.  Asheville won the Northern Division title.  Charlotte edged out Palmetto to win the Crescent Cup.  The Crescent race dues were increased to $25 per racer this season.

Many Crescent teams entered the Subaru race at Snowshoe held during the Crescent Cup Finals weekend in March.  Raleigh took home first place in the Subaru race followed by other Crescent teams from Asheville and East Tennessee.  The Crescent racers dominated both the team and individual competition at the Subaru event.

1999 - 2000

The new Millenium brought Crescent some better snow and almost a full race season.  A total of 243 racers participated in the series.  Regular season races were held at Silvercreek (2 days), Beech Mountain, Hawksnest, Canaan Valley (2 days), and Sugar Mountain (2 days).  The Crescent Cup Finals were held at Silvercreek.  The only race cancellation of the season was the December race scheduled at Appalachian due to poor snow conditions.  This was Crescent’s first year of racing at Canaan Valley.  It turned out to be the best skiing conditions of the year with approximately 15 inches of fresh powder falling between Thursday and Saturday night.  Asheville won its second consecutive regular season Northern Division championship while East Tennessee won its fifth Southern Division title.  East Tennessee also won the Crescent Cup Championship.

2000 - 2001

Crescent experienced a full race season during the 00-01 campaign although some of the conditions were rough at times. Races were held at Appalachian Mt (2 races) in December, Silvercreek (2 races), Beech Mt (1 race) and Hawksnest (1 race) in January, and Sugar Mt (2 races) and Canaan Valley (2 races) in February while the Crescent Cup was held at Silvercreek in March. A total of 277 racers participated in the race series during the season.

Asheville took the Northern Division regular season title for the 3rd straight year while East Tennessee brought home the Southern Division Title for the 6th time in 7 years. Greensboro won its first ever Crescent Cup championship by dominating the 17-team field at Silvercreek. Subaru sponsored races were held at Snowshoe again during the Crescent cup finals weekend and Crescent racers took home the majority of the trophies for each sex and age bracket. 

2001 – 2002

The 01-02 season started slow with most NC and WV ski areas not opening until mid to late December and was generally marred with poor snow conditions for most of the season. Eight of the ten races were held with Appalachian being cancelled in December due to snow conditions. Races were held at Silvercreek (2 races) and Beech Mt (2 races) in January, Sugar Mt (2 races) and Canaan Valley (2 races) in February, and the Crescent Cup finals were held at Silvercreek in March. Hawksnest was closed for skiing for the season so the scheduled race was moved to Beech Mt in January. A total of 280 racers participated in the regular season races during the season.

Knoxville dominated the Southern Division regular season to win the championship while Raleigh edged out Asheville and Winston-Salem on the last run of the last race day to win a tightly contested Northern Division Regular Season title. East Tennessee ran away with the Crescent Cup Championship by winning all 4 races against the 15-team field. Subaru sponsored races were held at Snowshoe again during the Crescent cup finals weekend and Crescent racers took home the majority of the trophies for each sex and age bracket.

2002 – 2003

The 02-03 season started fast with most Ski resorts opening early with good snow conditions.  All of the scheduled races were held including races at Appalachian Mt (2 days) in December, Silvercreek (2 races) and Hawksnest (2 races) in January, Sugar Mt (2 races) and Canaan Valley (2 races) in February and the Crescent Cup finals at Silvercreek in March.  A total of 315 racers participated in the Crescent race series this season including ~50 newly qualified racers.  Catawba Valley took home the Crescent Cup.  Palmetto Ski Club won its first Southern Division Championship while Raleigh took home the Northern Division title.

Crescent became a sponsor of NASTAR racing this season as a “resort” and finished the season in 18th place out of 158 resorts.  Well over 100 Crescent racers qualified for the NASTAR finals held in Park City, Utah by finishing in the top of their age/sex category during the season.  Rich Mead was instrumental in setting up this alignment with NASTAR.  Subaru pulled its sponsorship of the Snowshoe race consequently, we didn’t get a chance to participate in the “March Madness” blowout at Snowshoe during the Crescent Cup Finals weekend as we have enjoyed over the last 4 years.

2003 – 2004
The 03-04 race and ski season was kicked off with the Steamboat race camp in December which celebrated the 20th anniversary of Crescent Race camps held out west.  If you weren’t there you missed the best skiing of the season.  Steamboat had over 30” of fresh powder during the week and most race clinics turned into powder lessons and tree skiing for the first 2 days.  All of the scheduled Crescent races took place including races at Appalachian Mt (2 days) in December, Silvercreek (2 races) and Beech Mt (2 races) in January, Sugar Mt (2 races) and Hawksnest (2 races) in February and the Crescent Cup finals at Silvercreek in March.  A total of 341 racers participated in the Crescent race series this season which is the 2nd season in a row with a significant increase in the number of new racers.  Ashville took home the Crescent cup from the March race at Silvercreek while Knoxville won the Southern Division and Greensboro won the Northern Division regular season championships.
2004 – 2005

The 04-05 season was a strange one as far as the weather was concerned.  The season started out with good snow at the Steamboat race camp and continued thru the first race of the season held at Appalachian Mt in December.  Mother Nature then turned the thermostat up in January  which had many of our racers on the golf courses while the ski slopes in NC closed down for a couple of weeks.  The January race scheduled at Silvercreek was cancelled for the first time in Crescent history due to poor snow conditions.  Snow conditions got better for the next 2 race weekends held at Beech Mt and Sugar Mt and then we received the best ski conditions late in the season with about a foot of fresh powder at Timberline and over 2 feet of fresh snow during the race finals held at Silvercreek.  A total of 312 racers participated in the Crescent race series this season including the first ever Mono skiers.  Palmetto won the Southern Division with a major come back at the final regular season race at Timberline while Greensboro won the Northern Division for the 2nd year running.  Greensboro finished off the season in style by also winning the Crescent Cup Championship held at Silvercreek. 
2005 – 2006

Crescent had another successful race season in 05-06.  All racers were held except for GS day at Beech Mt which was cancelled at the last minute due to inclement weather.  Races were held at Appalachian Mt in Dec, Silvercreek and Beech Mt in Jan, Hawksnest and Sugar Mt in February and the race finals were held at Silvercreek in March 2006.  The Crescent Cup was held in spring skiing conditions and after much debate on Friday, it was decided to make all 4 race runs on Saturday due to possible thunder storms forecasted for Sunday.  The race day was excellent with almost everyone enjoying the format change.  Palmetto took home their first Crescent Cup while East Tennessee won the Southern Division Regular season title and Winston-Salem won the Northern Division Regular Season title.

A total of 366 racers participated in Crescent racing this season which is the largest number of racers the program has had since the early 1980’s.  Crescent continued its affiliation with NASTAR and ~200 racers qualified for the NASTAR National Finals held in Steamboat.  Crescent placed 2nd in the nation out of 160 Resort teams in the NASTAR standings.

2006 – 2007

Mother Nature played tricks on the CSC race program this season giving us abnormally warm temperatures in late December and thru January resulting in the cancellation of our January Silvercreek trip and races.  Races were held at Appalachian Mt in Dec, Beech Mt in January, Hawksnest and Sugar Mt in February, with the race finals held at Silvercreek in March 2007.  The regular season Northern and Southern division titles were tightly contested with Winston-Salem edging out Greensboro for the championship in a tie breaker after both teams scored 300 points in the regular season.  The Southern division saw a first time champion with Augusta taking home its first team championship in club history by edging out Spartanburg 288 to 287 points on the last day of the season.  Raleigh took home the Crescent Cup with a substantial margin of victory over 2nd and 3rd place finishers Winston-Salem and East Tennessee.  A total of 290 racers participated in the Crescent racing series this season which is down slightly from recent years most likely due to the warm weather and generally poor snow conditions. 

2007 – 2008
Unusually warm and windy weather drastically affected the race season with a total of 5 races cancelled; 4 due to poor snow conditions at Appalachian Mt and Timberline and another race day cancelled at Hawksnest due to 50 mph gusting winds.  The annual Race Camp held in Steamboat even experienced the poorest snow conditions in 24 years of holding the event.  Five regular season races were held, slalom and GS at Beech Mt, slalom at Hawksnest and the slalom and GS events at Sugar Mt.  There was a slight realignment of the race divisions this season to try and even out the divisions and number of racers in each division.  East Tennessee took home the Western division title with a comfortable 13 point margin over the 2nd and 3rd place teams from Ashville and Spartanburg.  Raleigh took home the Eastern Division title holding off a stubborn Winston-Salem team on the final race day of the season.  Winston-Salem and Greensboro finished 2nd and 3rd place in the Eastern division.  A total of 190 racers participated in the race series this year which is down substantially from previous years.  The primary reason for the decline in participation this season was due to the weather conditions cancelling 5 of the first 8 races.

The Crescent Cup was one of the most tightly contested races in history with Winston-Salem edging out Asheville and East Tennessee by 1 point.  Weather played a factor at Silvercreek during the Cup with very contrasting conditions between slalom and GS day.  The Slalom event was held in warm, almost slushy snow conditions that evolved into monstrous ruts and many racer DQs.  A storm front came in Saturday afternoon that cooled things down to 8 degrees overnight and dumped ~4” of fresh powder on the resort.  The cold conditions provided GS day with firm hard packed snow that held up much better than slalom day and gave the Crescent racers some fresh powder to play in in-between races.

2008 – 2009
The race season was kicked off in Steamboat Springs with the celebration of the 25th anniversary of Crescent race camps.  All scheduled races were held and took place at Appalachian Mt (2 in December and 2 in February), Sugar Mt (3 in January and 1 in February), Beech Mt (2 in February), and the Crescent Cup was held at Silvercreek in March 2009.  The races originally scheduled at Hawksnest were moved to Appalachian Mt due to the closure of the Hawksnest resort for the 2008-2009 season.  A total of 285 racers participated in the Crescent race series this season which was up from the previous season.  The number of racers may have been influenced by the state of the economy but the Crescent race program and sponsorship remains strong.  Raleigh won its second straight regular season title (and 9th overall) running away with the Eastern Division while Knoxville won the Western Division title with a come from behind win over Asheville on the last day of the season.
The Crescent Cup was again a tightly contested event with 4 teams tied for 1st place after the Slalom event on Saturday.  East Tennessee took the Crescent Cup home for the 4th time edging out Greensboro and Raleigh who took home the 2nd and 3rd place trophies.   Crescent’s affiliation with NASTAR continued and several racers took part in the NASTAR National Finals held at Steamboat in March.
2009 – 2010

The 2009 - 2010 race season was probably the most bizarre season in Crescent History.  We had record snow fall at the NC and WV ski resorts and the best skiing conditions in years, but had to cancel 5 race days in total.  Most of the cancellations were due to too much snow or poor driving conditions.  Apparently Crescent over did our Ulrfest Parties in the fall.  The final race day of the year at the Crescent Cup in Silvercreek was cancelled due to a power failure at the Silvercreek resort that had the entire resort shut down for many hours.  Several of our Crescent skiers were stuck on the chair lift for a period of time until they could get the emergency power kicked in.  
The year was kicked off with the traditional race camp at Steamboat which was very well attended.  The scheduled races held took place at Sugar Mt (2 in January and 2 in February) Beech Mt (2 in February) and the Crescent Cup at Silvercreek (1 day in March).  East Tennessee held off a stubborn Palmetto team to win the Western Division Championship while Raleigh easily won the Eastern Division staying in first place from wire to wire.  Palmetto squeaked out a Crescent Cup Championship in the shortened event.

A total of 214 racers and 17 teams from the Southeast participated in Crescent racing this season.  This was the first year of a new rule that mandated the use of helmets for all racers to aid in the safety of our racers.  An increase adjustment of 10 handicap points was added to all racers to better align the Crescent handicap with that of NASTAR and to get a couple of our “stud” racers out of the negative handicap region (we have some pretty good racers, but we are probably not better than the best of the US Ski Team). 
2010 – 2011
The year was kicked off with the traditional race camp at Steamboat, Co which was well attended.  The scheduled races held took place at Appalachian Mt (2 in December and 2 in January), Sugar Mt (2 in January and 2 in February) Beech Mt (2 in February) and the Crescent Cup at Silvercreek in March.  East Tennessee held off the Palmetto team to win the Western Division Championship for the second year in a row while Greensboro squeaked out a close win over Raleigh in the last day of the season to win the Eastern Division.  Palmetto ran away winning Crescent Cup Championship for the second year in a row.  The Cup second and third places were taken by Greensboro and East Tennessee.  The slalom and giant slalom races for the Crescent Cup were both held on Saturday due to a nasty weather forecast for heavy rain and snow for Sunday.  The slalom race was held in Saturday morning while the GS race was held in the afternoon.  Both races were pulled off just in time as the rain started to fall Saturday afternoon.  

A total of 258 racers and 13 teams from the Southeast participated in Crescent racing this season.  Crescent was well represented at the NASTAR Finals held at Winter Park, Colorado this year with at least 12 CSC racers participating and several of the Crescent racers taking home hardware. 

Additional History

Additional race history information can be gathered from the racing meeting minutes as well as the rules book for each race season.  An excellent slide show has been compiled and maintained by Ken Lumsden.  Racing slides and photos from present day to the early racing days are included.  The slide show also contains slides from other Crescent activities such as beach trips, western ski trips, trade shows, etc.

The following information contains individual CSC racer points scored per season, individual handicaps at the end of the season, team standings for the regular season, team standings for the Crescent Cup, CSC champions, and CSC records.  The individual points section contains the total CSC points earned by each racer per season and a total of points scored in his/her CSC racing career.  The individual handicap section tracks each racer’s handicap at the end of the season.  The team standings section tracks the place and points earned per team during the regular season and Crescent Cup Finals.  The CSC champion section identifies the racers who won the Tom Braughton Memorial award, Shelly Lassiter award, and Ralph Tate award.  CSC records are also tracked for both individual and team categories.

The Tom Braughton Memorial award is presented to the racer with the most cumulative points earned during the race season including the Crescent Cup Finals.  Tom was instrumental in the formation of the Crescent Ski Council.  Tom organized and led Crescent trips to the Italian, French and German Alps and was involved in the first Crescent “mega” trip that brought hundreds of skiers from the Southeast to Summit County, Co for a week of skiing and socializing.  Tom always had a smile on his face and his passion and love of his skiing friends has never been forgotten.  His untimely death at the age of 38 came on a diving trip in Mexico.  CSC will help keep the sprit of Tom alive with the presentation of this memorial award each season.

 The Shelly Lassiter award is presented to the female racer with the fastest combined times during the Crescent Cup Finals.  Shelly was the daughter of Doug and Kathy Lassiter, long time members and racers for the Asheville Ski Club.  She was a UNCA student who tragically lost her life in an automobile accident.  Her employer, Sandy Hitesman Smith, former owner of Ski Alley Ski Shop, who was also a member and racer for the Ashville ski club, set up the Shelly Lassiter Memorial Award in Shelly’s honor.

The Ralph Tate award is presented to the male racer with the fastest combined times during the Crescent Cup Finals.  Ralph was one of the founding members of the Crescent Ski Council and member of the Charlotte Ski Bees.
The history in these sections is sparse prior to the 94-95 race season.  As more data is located, the historical files will be updated.  Due to the sporadic amount of data prior to the 94-95 season, some of the records may not be up to date.  The records that are in question are italicized and will be updated as additional information is available.

