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Dear Editor:

As a dyed-in-the wool Republican, I never thought that I would support a tax increase of any kind. And furthermore, encouraging our lawmakers to raise a cigarette tax beyond the 25 cents per pack  Senate proposal, is certainly out of character for this Republican.  But increasing the tobacco tax in North Carolina by 75-cents makes too much sense to ignore.  

North Carolina taxpayers spend millions per year treating uninsured tobacco related disease.  A 25 cents increase is not significant enough to stop teen smokers who risk long term health care cost from tobacco related illness of which I’m certainly not willing to pay for.

As a Republican, I may oppose most taxes, but I support personal responsibility, and I think its time for smokers to pay their fair share.

Sincerely,

Name,Town

