Gov. Easley LTE’s  

Dear Editor,

Gov. Mike Easley has blatantly turned his back on the kids of North Carolina.  By refusing to support a 25-cent tax proposal on tobacco, the governor can claim victory for at least 37,000 premature smoking-caused deaths of North Carolina kids.

It is clear where Easley’s priorities rest.  The tobacco lobby wins and the children of North Carolina lose.  But there is still time to turn this around.  Let’s hope the governor understands how just how important a cigarette tax increase is to the children of North Carolina.
Dear Editor,

Sen. Marc Basnight has seen through the tobacco industry smokescreen. He knows that the tobacco lobby does not care about the best interest of the people of this state. Let’s hope the governor can share Basnight’s vision on this issue.  A cigarette tax is the most prudent answer to so many of North Carolina’s critical needs at this time. 

 The governor should place his loyalty with the people of this state and not the tobacco lobby.

Dear Editor,

North Carolina has one of the lowest tax rates for cigarettes in the country.  Is this a telling sign that the tobacco lobby remains very powerful here?  I implore the governor to stand up to this lobby and put our kids first.

It is good for North Carolina’s kids, health care and the economy of our state.

Dear Editor,

What the governor may not know is that tobacco use is the single most preventable cause of cancer.  What the governor may also not know is that raising the price of a pack of cigarettes is the single most effective way to reduce tobacco use.

Finally, it should be pointed out to the governor that fewer incidence of preventable cancer means more resources can go towards other cancers that are harder to prevent.  Governor, please know that a passage of a tobacco tax increase would mean 10,000 fewer kids will start smoking next year and thousands more will quit.

If the tobacco industry can disprove any of this, then go ahead and side with them. 

Dear Editor,

While the tobacco industry continues to target youth for profit, our governor turns his back.   Is the tobacco lobby more powerful than ever before?  Our children should be worth more than a profit.  

Over 2,000 people become addicted smokers each day and each day, nearly 5,000 kids ages 12 to 17 try a cigarette for the first time.  An increased tobacco tax could save thousands of teens living today from a premature smoking related death.


Governor, it’s your call, please be careful.  

Dear Editor,

With Gov. Mike Easley at the helm of North Carolina leadership, our children can count on less education; decreased economic development resulting in fewer job opportunities and finally, a painful premature smoking caused death.

Just a reminder Governor, the average age of a first time smoker in North Carolina is 13.  A significant increase on the cigarette tax in North Carolina (now at 5 cents per pack and ranked 48 in the nation) would put the cost of a pack of cigarettes out of the hands of kids and significantly reduced teen smoking.  

This tax would only impact smokers who are already at risk.  Helping these smokers quite, and stopping teens from becoming new smokers could only be a win-win for the state of North Carolina.  Gov. Easley, it is still not too late to do the right thing.  It’s apparent that tobacco does not care about our children.  It is left up to you to save them.

Dear Editor,

Each household in North Carolina spends nearly $500 per year to take care of those who become ill from using tobacco products.  Non-smokers are not excluded from contributing this fee.  


Gov. Easley should know that I am not a smoker and I should not have to pay this fee each year.  Let those who choose to smoke pay the cost of their smoking related illnesses.


The tobacco lobby is not looking out for us non-smokers.  I think the governor should.

Dear Editor,

Just in case Governor Michael Easley did not know, smoking causes eighty-seven percent of all lung cancers.  How could anyone, especially the governor of this state stand with the tobacco lobby? 

As a cancer survivor, I have an even greater stake in this. I wouldn’t want any young people to go through the awful experience I had. I also wouldn’t want them to face the financial hardships I faced in medical costs. 

The state of North Carolina spends millions of dollars each year treating tobacco users. More expensive cigarettes would reduce the number of people becoming addicted to the deadly habit.  A higher tax on tobacco would also ease the burden of those who don’t smoke and who still must still pay for the healthcare of those who do smoke. 

It is time to shift this cost back to those who run up the cost of Medicaid by using tobacco.

Dear Editor,

The governor just does not get it.  Tobacco is bad, for the kids, bad for health care and bad for the overall good of the state of North Carolina.

The 74 percent of North Carolinians who do not smoke will not be impacted by a cigarette tax.  On the other hand these non-smokers will continue to pay for the tobacco related diseases of those who do smoke.  Where is the common sense here--Or is tobacco still king?  Only the governor can answer that question now.
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