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SAMPLE Letter to the Editor






(date)

Dear Editor:

I was amazed to read recently that a member of the North Carolina House of Representatives explained that NC’s biggest claim to fame and its biggest draw to tourists is our state’s cheap cigarettes. I want to know what he was smoking. Cheap cigarettes only lead to high smoking rates and too often result in illness and death. North Carolina legislators should increase the cigarette tax immediately by at least $.75. By doing so, our elected officials will be protecting our children from taking up this nasty, deadly, addictive habit. 

I believe our tourism industry can demonstrate that tourists come to our state for our lovely beaches, our beautiful mountains, and our wonderful golf courses- and not cheap cigarettes. Cheap cigarettes demean us. When I have visitors from out-of-state they are amazed that people are smoking everywhere, including in our restaurants, bowling alleys, public buildings, shopping malls- and worst of all in our General Assembly building.

Cheap cigarettes produce lots of smokers- it’s guaranteed by the law of price and demand. It’s time for NC not to be left behind the rest of the country. We need to put an end to cheap cigarettes that generate 25,000 new smokers every year in North Carolina alone. We need to raise our cigarette tax to at least $.75 per pack. 

Sincerely,

Name, Town

SAMPLE Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,

State lawmakers should follow the lead of Sen. Steve Metcalf, D-Buncombe who says the choice between social cuts and cheap cigarettes should not be a difficult decision.  While a 25 cents-per pack tax increase on cigarettes could and should be higher, it is a step in the right direction. 

 Our leaders have little choice here other than to be obedient to their oaths of office.  They must protect the people of this state and not special interest groups.  Raising the tax on tobacco is the right thing to do.  

