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SAMPLE Letter to the Editor






(date)

Dear Editor,

I write in support of an increase in NC’s cigarette tax. I believe it is time for NC to realize that our children need our help. As long as NC’s cigarettes remain about the cheapest in the nation, we will always have some of the highest smoking rates among our children. Too many smoking kids become smoking adults and a third will go on to die early from terrible smoking related illnesses- like emphysema, lung cancer, heart failure and strokes. These illnesses are causing a lot of heart ache and pain as family members watch their loved ones suffer and die. They are also costing the state $4.75 billion in health care costs and lost productivity.

Legislators need to increase the cigarette tax as the proven best way to stop children, pregnant women, and those on fixed incomes from taking up smoking or to quit if they are smokers. Now is the time for our senators and representatives to step up and be counted as caring more about our children’s health than about the health of the tobacco industry. Our kids are counting on you to do the right thing.

Sincerely,


name, Town

SAMPLE Letter to the Editor






date

Dear Editor,

I care about NC’s tobacco farmers but I also care about our children. Because I care about our children, I want to end the availability of cheap cigarettes, which only generates lots of addicted kids. NC’s tax is the third lowest in the nation at only $.05. We have not increased our tax since the early nineties. We are in the basement. Every day I read about worthwhile programs being slashed and some totally eliminated. I know the poorest in our state depend on those programs so why not raise the cigarette tax to pay for some of these programs? 

I support programs that will help our tobacco farmers convert to other crops and to take advantage of a buy-out if they are interested. But cheap cigarettes don’t help our farmers and they are hurting our children.

There is an easy win-win solution available to our legislators. By increasing our cigarette tax by at least $.75, the state would gain almost $400 million in new revenues. This money can be put to good purpose. And by increasing the cigarette tax, we will stop the next generation of children from taking up this addictive and deadly habit.

I believe our children are worth $.75 and pray that my legislators agree. Now is the time to move forward on this important issue. We can’t afford not to.

Sincerely,

Name, Town

