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(date)

Dear Editor




Under the latest Senate proposal to balance the state budget, North Carolinians would pay an extra 25 cents on a pack of cigarettes.  This is a good start, but to reduce teen smoking, the senate should consider a higher tax on cigarettes. We need to do whatever we can to discourage kids from smoking, reduce the financial burden on our healthcare system, and save lives. 

As a cancer survivor I have an even greater stake in this. I wouldn’t want any young people to go through the awful experience I had. I also wouldn’t want them to face the financial hardships I faced in medical costs. 

The state of North Carolina spends millions of dollars each year treating tobacco users. Hopefully, more expensive tobacco products will be the incentive they need to kick the habit.

If a little cost, 75 cents, added to the pack of cigarettes will help, I’m all for it. Anyone worried about the cost of cigarettes should consider the greater cost of continuing to smoke.

Sincerely,

Name, Town
