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Dear Editor,

Our lawmakers should support the latest proposal to increase tobacco taxes.  Any rhetoric that says this proposal will disproportionately hurt African-Americans and lower income households should be abolished.  As an African-American in a "lower income household," I can tell you that what truly hurts my community are the millions of dollars spent by cigarette companies on advertising, promotions and give-aways to get people (especially children) to smoke in the first place.

If these people are really concerned about my well being, they can put the large amount of money this tax will raise toward sponsoring programs to help people stop smoking and making sure everyone in this state can get adequate medical care.  

Sometimes our elected officials have to make tough decisions to help the people they represent.  This one shouldn't be tough at all.  Raising the cigarette tax will save the lives of thousands of North Carolinians of all skin colors and all income levels, and we should all support it.

Sincerely,

Name, Town

