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Ventilation Systems Do Not Protect People from Exposur e to Secondhand Smoke

* The 1986 Surgeon General's report on involuntaykamg (secondhand smoke exposure) concluded
that, "the simple separation of smokers and nonsnsokithin the same airspace may reduce, but does
not eliminate, the exposure of nonsmokers to ETi8ifenmental tobacco smoke]."

* According to the Centers for Disease Control arey/@ntion (CDC), there is no safe level of exposure
to secondhand smokKe.

* The American Society of Heating, Refrigerating &mdConditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) is the
international standard-setting body for a numbesrgjineering practices, including ventilation.
According to ASHRAE, ventilation and other airfdtion technologies cannot eliminate all the health
risks caused by secondhand smoke exposure, anddeetteere is no safe level of exposure to
secondhand smoke, tobacco smoke does not belonddar areas.

* The Occupational Safety and Health Administratid®sHA) states that "[F]Jrom the industrial hygiene
perspective, general ventilation as delivered katihg, ventilation and air condition (HVAC) systems
is not an acceptable engineering control measureoiatrolling occupational exposures to
[environmental tobacco smoke] ETS."

» Studies have found that ventilation technology dwesect the workers and the public from secondhand
smoke > ® One study, in which the toxic quality of the aiasvneasured in smoke-free establishments
and establishments with ventilation systems, fotnad establishments with ventilation systems had
contarsr71ination levels greatly exceeding those entevad on major truck highways and polluted city
streets.

Ventilation Systems Manufacturers Do Not Guar antee Protection from Secondhand Smoke Toxins
* Major ventilation system manufacturers, includingefgy Control Products, Allergy Buyers Club,
Brookstone, Espitech, Honeywell, 1Q Air North Anmezxj Peak Pure Air, Radio Shack, Sharper Image,
United Air Specialists and Wein Products, staté¢ tiheir ventilation systems cannot safely remove al
the toxins in secondhand smoke from?Zair.

Secondhand Smokeis Harmful to Health

« Every year secondhand smoke causes the deaths06038merican$ In North Carolina, 1,220 to
2,180 adults, children and babies die each year fithers' smokintd.

* Nonsmokers exposed to secondhand smoke have baen thhave many of the same tobacco-related
diseases as active smokers. Secondhand smokedmasHhown to increase nonsmokers’ risk of heart
disease, stroke, and cancer.

 The CDC warns that "...all patients at risk of congriaeart disease or with known coronary artery
disease should be advised to avoid all indoor enwirents that permit smoking".

* Non-smokers routinely exposed to secondhand smiokeré see their risk of lung cancer increase by at
least 509 1213

Any questions, please contact:
NC Alliance for Health
3131 RDU Center, Suite 100, Morrisville, NC 27560
Telephone: 919-463-8328; Fax: 919-463-83@2dlliance @heart.ord www.ncallianceforhealth.org
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