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Today the House Judiciary 1 Committee approved by voice vote a new, more narrowly drafted  
version of HB 259, sponsored by House Majority Leader Rep. Hugh Holliman (D-Davidson).   
In its new form, HB 259: 

• Prohibits smoking in enclosed areas of restaurants and most bars.  Establishments that 
hold mixed beverage permits and at all times only admit adults 21 and older are 
exempted from the law; 

• Prohibits smoking in lodging facilities with the exception of designated smoking guest 
rooms. No more than 20% of a lodging establishment’s guest rooms may be designated 
as smoking rooms; 

• Prohibits smoking in all state government buildings (similar to HB 24, sponsored by Rep. 
Jennifer Weiss, and already passed by the House); 

• Restores local control to local governments so that they may adopt and enforce more 
restrictive smoking policies in both worksites (including local government buildings and 
local transportation systems) and public places in their local communities.   

The North Carolina Alliance for Health supports HB 259 in its new form because it will protect 
all state government workers and a majority of NC restaurant workers and patrons from the 
dangerous effects of secondhand smoke. The bill also restores local control (allowing local 
communities to decide whether they want to restrict smoking beyond just restaurants and most 
bars).  HB 259 is expected to be considered by the full House early next week (week of April 
23). 
 
It is critical that advocates communicate their support for HB 259 to ALL HOUSE MEMBERS 
this week and early next week. The importance of this vote cannot be overstated: If HB 259 

were to fail, it becomes very difficult, if not impossible, to address secondhand smoke issues 

in either chamber for the remainder of the legislative biennium (until Jan 2009). Therefore 

it is imperative that we communicate our support for this bill and make sure House 

members understand that broad public support exists in NC for smoking restrictions. We 

realize many advocates have already called or emailed their House member about HB 259. 

However, we ask that you call your representative ONE MORE TIME to urge their 

support for the new version of HB 259 which will prohibit smoking in food and lodging 
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facilities, in state government buildings and restore local control so that local governments 

can pass their own local smoking restrictions. (Please thank HB 259 co-sponsors for their 

support and leadership on this issue.) 

 

Contact Your House Member THIS Week! 
 

To contact your House member, use the table listing emails and phone numbers at the bottom of 
this message. You may also call 919-733-411 and ask for your legislator by name to be 
transferred. 
 

If you are not sure of the name of your representative, check the General Assembly’s website at: 
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/GIS/Representation/Who_Represents_Me/Who_Represents_Me.htm
l 
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Secondhand Smoke Kills.  

• According to the US Surgeon General, there is NO safe level of exposure to secondhand smoke. 

• HB 259 will protect all state government employees and a majority of NC restaurants workers from the 
harmful effects of secondhand smoke.  

 

Local Communities Deserve the Right to Decide How to Regulate Smoking in 

Their Communities. 
• Local elected officials understand best the unique characteristics and needs of their communities 

and should have the flexibility to decide whether their communities need additional regulation of 
smoking. 

• HB 259 would give local governments the authority to adopt and enforce more restrictive 
smoking policies in both worksites and public places (including local government buildings and 
local transportation systems). 

 

North Carolina Citizens Support Smoke-Free Policies. According to an Elon poll (Sept. 06):  
• 86% of North Carolinians agree or strongly agree that employees in North Carolina should be able to work in 

a smoke-free environment; 

• 64.7% of respondents support or strongly support a law in NC that would prohibit smoking in restaurants & 
bars; 

• 79.2% agree that restaurant employees in NC should be able to work in a smoke-free environment. 
 

Smoke-Free Policies are Good for Business.  
• No rigorous, scientifically conducted study has found negative economic impact from smoke-free policies; 

some, in fact, have found an increase in restaurant and bar sales following local or statewide restrictions on 
smoking in public places. 

• The EPA estimates that smoke-free restaurants can expect to save about $190 per 1,000 square feet each year 
in lower cleaning and maintenance costs. 

 

Smoke-Free Policies Save Health Care Costs.  
• Most smokers want to quit and smoke-free policies help smokers quit smoking.  

• Smoking costs in North Carolina are $2.46 billion in direct medical costs. Smoking-attributable health care 
costs to the Medicaid Program are $769 million annually. 



 
For a full set of talking points about the dangers of secondhand smoke and HB 259 (along with 
source citations), go to the Alliance website:  

http://www.ncallianceforhealth.org/pdfs/HB259TalkingPoints3-07.pdf 
 
For talking points on the economic impact of secondhand smoke policies: 
http://www.rtpnet.org/alliance/pdfs/HB259TalkingPtsEcon3-07.pdf 
 
For talking points listing common business regulations that protect workers and why 
secondhand smoke should be regulated too: 
http://www.rtpnet.org/alliance/pdfs/HB259TalkingPtsBusinessRegs3-07.pdf 

 
At distribution time, the General Assembly website had not been updated to include the new 
version of HB 259. It should be posted by the end of the day. To view HB 259, go to:  
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2007&BillID=HB+259 
 
 

How to Contact Your House Member: 
 

Member County Phone Email Co-Sponsors 

Rep. Alma Adams Guilford 919-733-5902 Almaa@ncleg.net  

Rep. Martha B. Alexander Mecklenburg 919-733-5807 Marthaa@ncleg.net  

Rep. Lucy T. Allen 
Franklin, Halifax, 
Nash 

919-733-5860 Lucya@ncleg.net 
 

Rep. Cary D. Allred Alamance 919-733-5905 Carya@ncleg.net  

Rep. David Almond 
Montgomery, 
Stanly, Union 

919-733-5908 Davida@ncleg.net 
 

Rep. Marilyn Avila Wake 919-733-5530 Marilyna@ncleg.net  

Rep. Jeff Barnhart Cabarrus 919-715-2009 Jeffba@ncleg.net  

Rep. Larry M. Bell Sampson, Wayne 919-733-5863 larryb@ncleg.net  

Rep. Curtis Blackwood Union 919-733-2406 Curtisb@ncleg.net  

Rep. Dan Blue Wake 919-733-5752 Danb@ncleg.net  

Rep. John M. Blust Guilford 919-733-5781 Johnbl@ncleg.net  

Rep. Alice L. Bordsen Alamance 919-733-5820 Aliceb@ncleg.net  

Rep. Joe Boylan Moore 919-733-5903 Joeb@ncleg.net  

Rep. R. Van Braxton 
Greene, Lenoir, 
Wayne 

919-715-3017 Vanb@ncleg.net 
 

Rep. William D. Brisson 
Bladen, 
Cumberland 

919-733-5772 Williambr@ncleg.net 
 

Rep. Larry R. Brown Davidson, Forsyth 919-733-5607 Larrybr@ncleg.net  

Rep. Harold J. Brubaker Randolph 919-715-4946 Brub@ncleg.net  

Rep. Angela R. Bryant Halifax, Nash 919-733-5878 Angelab@ncleg.net Co-sponsor 

Rep. Becky Carney Mecklenburg 919-733-5827 Beckyc@ncleg.net  



Rep. Walter G. Church, Sr. Burke 919-733-5805 Waltc@ncleg.net  

Rep. Debbie A. Clary Cleveland, Gaston 919-715-2002 Debbiec@ncleg.net  

Rep. George G. Cleveland Onslow 919-715-6707 Georgec@ncleg.net  

Rep. Lorene Coates Rowan 919-733-5784 Lorenec@ncleg.net  

Rep. Nelson Cole Rockingham 919-733-5779 Nelsonc@ncleg.net  

Rep. Linda Coleman Wake 919-733-5974 Lindac@ncleg.net  

Rep. Tricia Ann Cotham Mecklenburg 919-715-0706 Triciac@ncleg.net  

Rep. James W. Crawford, Jr. Granville, Vance 919-733-5824 Jimcr@ncleg.net  

Rep. W. Pete Cunningham Mecklenburg 919-733-5778 Petec@ncleg.net  

Rep. William A. Current, Sr. Gaston 919-733-5809 Billcu@ncleg.net  

Rep. Bill Daughtridge Nash 919-733-5802 Billd@ncleg.net  

Rep. N. Leo Daughtry Johnston 919-733-5605 Leod@ncleg.net  

Rep. Margaret Highsmith 
Dickson 

Cumberland 
919-733-5776 Margaretd@ncleg.net 

 

Rep. Jerry C. Dockham Davidson 919-715-2526 Jerryd@ncleg.net  

Rep. Nelson Dollar Wake 919-715-0795 Nelsond@ncleg.net  

Rep. Beverly M. Earle Mecklenburg 919-715-2530 Beverlye@ncleg.net  

Rep. Bob England, M.D. 
Cleveland, 
Rutherford 

919-733-5749 Bobe@ncleg.net 
Co-sponsor 

Rep. Bill Faison Caswell, Orange 919-715-3019 Billf@ncleg.net  

Rep. Jean Farmer-Butterfield Edgecombe, Wilson 919-733-5898 Jeanf@ncleg.net  

Rep. Susan C. Fisher Buncombe 919-715-2013 Susanf@ncleg.net Co-Sponsor 

Rep. Dale R. Folwell Forsyth 919-733-5787 Dalef@ncleg.net  

Rep. Phillip Frye 
Avery, Caldwell, 
Mitchell, Yancey 

919-733-5661 Phillipf@ncleg.net 
 

Rep. Pryor Gibson Anson, Union 919-715-3007 Pryorg@ncleg.net  

Rep. Mitch Gillespie Burke, McDowell 919-733-5862 Mitchg@ncleg.net  

Rep. Rick Glazier Cumberland 919-733-5601 Rickg@ncleg.net Co-Sponsor 

Rep. Bruce Goforth Buncombe 919-733-5746 Bruceg@ncleg.net  

Rep. Melanie Wade Goodwin 
Montgomery, 
Richmond 

919-733-5823 Melanieg@ncleg.net 
 

Rep. W. Robert Grady Onslow 919-715-9644 Robertg@ncleg.net  

Rep. Jim Gulley Mecklenburg 919-733-5800 Jimg@ncleg.net  

Rep. Joe Hackney 
Chatham, Moore, 
Orange 

919-733-3451 Joeh@ncleg.net 
 

Rep. R. Phillip Haire 
Haywood, Jackson, 
Macon, Swain 

919-715-3005 Philliph@ncleg.net 
 

Rep. Larry D. Hall Durham 919-733-5872 Larryh@ncleg.net Primary Sponsor 

Rep. Ty Harrell Wake 919-733-5602 Tyh@ncleg.net  

Rep. Jim Harrell, III Alleghany, Surry 919-715-1883 Jimha@ncleg.net  



Rep. Pricey Harrison Guilford 919-733-5771 Priceyh@ncleg.net  

Rep. Dewey L. Hill 
Brunswick, 
Columbus 

919-733-5830 Deweyh@ncleg.net 
 

Rep. Mark K. Hilton Catawba 919-733-5988 Markh@ncleg.net  

Rep. Hugh Holliman Davidson 919-715-0873 Hughh@ncleg.net Primary Sponsor 

Rep. Bryan R. Holloway 
Rockingham, 
Stokes 

919-733-5609 bryanh@ncleg.net 
 

Rep. George M. Holmes 
Iredell, Surry, 
Yadkin 

919-733-5654 Georgeho@ncleg.net 
 

Rep. Julia C. Howard Davie, Iredell 919-733-5904 Juliah@ncleg.net  

Rep. Pat B. Hurley 
Bertie, Gates, 
Hertford, 
Perquimans 

919-733-5865 Path@ncleg.net 
 

Rep. Verla Insko Orange 919-733-7208 Verlai@ncleg.net Co-Sponsor 

Rep. Maggie Jeffus Guilford 919-733-5191 Maggiej@ncleg.net  

Rep. Linda P. Johnson Cabarrus 919-733-5861 Lindajo@ncleg.net  

Rep. Earl Jones Guilford 919-733-5825 Earlj@ncleg.net  

Rep. Carolyn H. Justice 
New Hanover, 
Pender 

919-715-9664 Carolynju@ncleg.net 
 

Rep. Carolyn K. Justus Henderson 919-733-5956 Carolynj@ncleg.net  

Rep. Ric Killian Mecklenburg 919-733-5886 Rick@ncleg.net  

Rep. Joe L. Kiser Lincoln 919-733-5782 Joek@ncleg.net  

Rep. James H. Langdon, Jr. Johnston, Sampson 919-733-5849 Jhl@ncleg.net  

Rep. David R. Lewis Harnett 919-715-3015 Davidl@ncleg.net  

Rep. Jimmy L. Love, Sr. Harnett, Lee 919-715-3026 Jimmyl@ncleg.net  

Rep. Marvin W. Lucas Cumberland 919-733-5775 Marvinl@ncleg.net  

Rep. Paul Luebke Durham 919-733-7663 Paull@ncleg.net Co-sponsor 

Rep. Grier Martin Wake 919-733-5758 Grierm@ncleg.net  

Rep. Mary E. McAllister Cumberland 919-733-5959 Marymc@ncleg.net  

Rep. Daniel F. McComas New Hanover 919-733-5786 Dannym@ncleg.net  

Rep. Pat McElraft Carteret, Jones 919-733-6275 Patm@ncleg.net  

Rep. Wm. C. "Bill" McGee Forsyth 919-733-5747 Williamm@ncleg.net  

Rep. Marian N. McLawhorn Pitt 919-733-5757 Marianm@ncleg.net  

Rep. Henry M. Michaux, Jr. Durham 919-715-2528 Mickeym@ncleg.net  

Rep. Annie W. Mobley 
Bertie, Gates, 
Hertford, 
Perquimans 

919-733-5780 Anniem@ncleg.net 
 

Rep. Tim Moore Cleveland 919-733-4838 Timm@ncleg.net  

Rep. Wil Neumann Gaston 919-733-5868 Wiln@ncleg.net  

Rep. Bill Owens 
Camden, Currituck, 
Pasquotank, Tyrrell 

919-733-0010 Billo@ncleg.net 
 



Rep. Earline W. Parmon Forsyth 919-733-5829 Earlinep@ncleg.net  

Rep. Louis M. Pate, Jr. Wayne 919-733-5755 Louisp@ncleg.net  

Rep. Garland E. Pierce 
Hoke, Robeson, 
Scotland 

919-733-5803 Garlandp@ncleg.net 
 

Rep. Ray Rapp 
Haywood, 
Madison, Yancey 

919-733-5732 Raymondr@ncleg.net 
 

Rep. Karen B. Ray Iredell 919-733-5741 Karenr@ncleg.net  

Rep. Deborah K. Ross Wake 919-733-5773 Deborahr@ncleg.net  

Rep. Ruth Samuelson Mecklenburg 919-715-3009 Ruths@ncleg.net  

Rep. Drew Saunders Mecklenburg 919-733-5606 Drews@ncleg.net  

Rep. Mitchell S. Setzer Catawba, Iredell 919-733-4948 Mitchells@ncleg.net  

Rep. Timothy L. Spear 
Chowan, Dare, 
Hyde, Washington 

919-715-3029 Tims@ncleg.net 
 

Rep. Paul Stam Wake 919-733-2962 Pauls@ncleg.net  

Rep. Edgar V. Starnes Caldwell 919-733-5931 Edgars@ncleg.net  

Rep. Fred F. Steen, II Rowan 919-733-5881 Fredst@ncleg.net  

Rep. Bonner L. Stiller Brunswick 919-301-1450 Bonners@ncleg.net  

Rep. Ronnie Sutton Robeson 919-715-0875 Rons@ncleg.net  

Rep. Cullie M. Tarleton Ashe, Watauga 919-733-7727 Culliet@ncleg.net  

Rep. Charles C. Thomas Buncombe 919-715-3012 Charlest@ncleg.net  

Rep. Thom Tillis Mecklenburg 919-733-5828 Thomt@ncleg.net  

Rep. Joe P. Tolson Edgecombe, Wilson 919-715-3024 Joet@ncleg.net  

Rep. Russell E. Tucker Duplin, Onslow 919-715-3021 Russellt@ncleg.net  

Rep. Alice Graham Underhill Craven, Pamlico 919-733-5853 Aliceu@ncleg.net Co-sponsor 

Rep. William L. Wainwright Craven, Lenoir 919-733-5995 Williamw@ncleg.net  

Rep. Trudi Walend 
Henderson, Polk, 
Transylvania 

919-715-4466 Trudiw@ncleg.net 
 

Rep. R. Tracy Walker Wilkes 919-733-5935 Tracyw@ncleg.net  

Rep. Edith D. Warren Martin, Pitt 919-715-3023 Edithw@ncleg.net  

Rep. Ray Warren 
Alexander, 
Catawba 

919-715-8361 Rayw@ncleg.net 
 

Rep. Jennifer Weiss Wake 919-715-3010 Jenniferw@ncleg.net Co-Sponsor 

Rep. Roger West 
Cherokee, Clay, 
Graham, Macon 

919-733-5859 Rogerw@ncleg.net 
 

Rep. Laura I. Wiley Guilford 919-733-5877 Lauraw@ncleg.net  

Rep. W. A. (Winkie) Wilkins Durham, Person 919-715-0850 Winkiew@ncleg.net  

Rep. Arthur Williams Beaufort, Pitt 919-733-5906 Arthurw@ncleg.net  

Rep. Larry Womble Forsyth 919-733-5777 Larryw@ncleg.net  

Rep. Michael H. Wray 
Northampton, 
Vance, Warren 

919-733-5662 Michaelw@ncleg.net 
 

Rep. Thomas E. Wright New Hanover, 919-733-5754 Tomw@ncleg.net  



Pender 

Rep. Douglas Y. Yongue 
Hoke, Robeson, 
Scotland 

919-733-5821 Douglasy@ncleg.net 
 

 
 

What MORE can you do to promote the secondhand smoke issue? 
Have your organization, its board members, staff and volunteers sign the Alliance’s secondhand 
smoke resolution to demonstrate your support for making NC’s worksites and public places 
smoke-free. Access the resolution by going to the Alliance’s website at: 

http://www.rtpnet.org/alliance/resolution.html   
 
The website is now capable to taking signatures directly on–line. Also available on our website 
are fact sheets, talking points and other resources on secondhand smoke and the cigarette tax. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
 

For additional information about secondhand smoke issues or NC’s cigarette tax, 

access the Alliance website at www.ncallianceforhealth.org 
for talking points and other resources. 

 

Call 919-463-8328 
or e-mail ncalliance@heart.org for more information 

 


