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Please read and forward to your colleagues and networks!

HB 2 to be Heard by House Health Committee

as Early as Thursday
Contact House Health Committee Members!
Last week, Senator William Purcell (D-Scotland) introduced SB 205 as a companion bill to HB 2, Prohibit Smoking in Public and Work Places. We also learned that HB 2 is likely to be heard by the House Health Committee as early as THIS Thursday, February 26th at 12:00 noon in Room 544 of the Legislative Office Building. Please consider attending this meeting to show your support for HB 2.

Please contact House Health Committee members

(email by clicking on the name below).

Urge them to vote YES on HB 2 and avoid amendments that could weaken what is currently a strong, comprehensive bill.
Members of the House Health Committee: 

	Chairman
	Rep. England (D-Rutherford)

	Chairman
	Rep. Insko (D-Orange)

	Vice Chairman
	Rep. Earle (D-Mecklenburg)

	Vice Chairman
	Rep. Justus (R-Henderson)

	Vice Chairman
	Rep. Neumann (R-Gaston)

	Vice Chairman
	Rep. Rapp (D-Madison)

	Members
	Rep. Adams (D-Guilford)
Rep. M. Alexander (D-Mecklenburg)

Rep. Allred (R-Alamance) 

Rep. Avila (R-Wake) 

Rep. Barnhart (R-Cabarrus)

Rep. Brubaker (R-Randolph)

Rep. Burris-Floyd (R-Gaston) 

Rep. Current (R-Gaston)

Rep. Dollar (R-Wake)

Rep. Farmer-Butterfield (D-Wake) 

Rep. Glazier (D-Cumberland)

Rep. Goforth (D-Buncombe)

Rep. Grady (R-Onslow)

Rep. Harrell (D-Wake)

Rep. Hughes (D-New Hanover)

Rep. McComas (R-New Hanover) 

Rep. McLawhorn (D-Pitt)

Rep. Parmon (D-Forsyth)

Rep. Stewart  (D-Nash)

Rep. Wainwright (D-Craven) 

Rep. Weiss  (D-Wake)

Rep. Wilkins (D-Roxboro)


Summary of HB 2:

To view a copy of HB 2, go to: http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2009/Bills/House/PDF/H2v1.pdf
HB 2 will prohibit smoking in all indoor worksites and public places EXCEPT in the following locations:

· Private residences (except those used to provide child care or adult care services).
· Tobacco shops as long as the smoke does not migrate into other enclosed areas where smoking is prohibited (such as a mall). Tobacco shops that open after July 1, 2009 may only allow smoking if they are in a free-standing structure occupied solely by the tobacco shop.

· Tobacco manufacturing facilities.
· Up to 20% of designated guest rooms in lodging facilities. 

HB 2 also restores authority to local governments to regulate smoking so that local communities may do more to regulate secondhand smoke if they choose. 
The bill would become effective January 2, 2010.
For a full set of talking points about the dangers of secondhand smoke, go to the Alliance website at:  http://www.rtpnet.org/alliance/pdfs/2009/SHS_TalkingPoints_01.30.09.pdf
See new talking points on Small Businesses and Smoke-free Worksites: http://www.rtpnet.org/alliance/pdfs/2009/SmBusinessTalkingPoints.pdf
Please Continue Contacting ALL House Members

to Urge Support of HB 2!  

Legislators are monitoring the number of calls they are receiving for and against HB 2. We need to make sure House members understand there is strong public support for smoke-free worksites and public places in NC. Please keep up the contacts!

It is important to protect all workers from exposure to secondhand smoke, and this landmark legislation is an important first step toward protecting the health of North Carolinians.  Everyone deserves the right to breathe smoke-free air, especially in the workplace. In North Carolina, more than 1,600 non-smokers die each year from other people’s smoke.
Remind your legislator that approximately 80% of North Carolinians are non-smokers and that nearly 86% of North Carolinians agree or strongly agree that employees in North Carolina should be able to work in a smoke-free environment (Elon University poll, 2006). Twenty-four states and Washington, D.C., as well as hundreds of cities across the country, have passed legislation to protect their residents from the toxins in secondhand smoke.  It’s time for North Carolina to join these communities by putting public health first.

How to Contact Your Legislators
To email your representative, go to www.smokefreenc.org  to send a message in support of a smoke-free North Carolina with the click of at button.
To call your representative, please call 919-733-4111 and ask for the member by name to be transferred.

If you are not sure of the name of your Representative, check the General Assembly’s website at:

http://www.ncleg.net/GIS/RandR07/Home.html
On this page, you may look up your representative by district number, by County, or by Zip Code +4. (Use the Postal Service's ZIP Code Look-Up Engine to find your zip code +4).
What MORE can you do to promote the smoke-free issue?

1) Tell others about www.smokefreenc.org. Ask friends, family and colleagues to show their support for a smoke-free North Carolina by visiting the Alliance’s website. Simply point and click to send a message to your legislators.
2) Sign the Alliance Resolution Supporting a Smoke-free NC. Have your organization, its board members, staff and volunteers sign the Alliance’s resolution to demonstrate your support for making NC’s worksites and public places smoke-free. Access the resolution at: http://www.ncallianceforhealth.org/resolution.html. The website is now capable of taking signatures directly on–line. Also available on our website are fact sheets, talking points and other resources on secondhand smoke and the cigarette tax.
Upcoming Events at the General Assembly

March 3:
American Heart Association Advocacy Day
You're the Cure for Smoke-free NC Hearts to be presented to lawmakers.

For more information, contact Betsy Vetter at betsy.vetter@heart.org.
March 24:
American Cancer Society Smoke-free Day at the General Assembly



For more information, contact Ashley Bell at Ashley.Bell@cancer.org.

March 25:
March of Dimes Advocacy Day and School Nutrition Association Advocacy Day
April 7:
Healthy Carolinians Advocacy Day
******************************************************************************

For additional information about the North Carolina Alliance for Health, please contact

Alliance Executive Director Lisa Familo at lisa.familo@ncallianceforhealth.org;

or Alliance Policy Director Pam Seamans at pamseamans@nc.rr.com.

Or, go to www.ncallianceforhealth.org
for talking points and other resources.

Call 919-463-8328

or e-mail ncalliance@heart.org for more information
To unsubscribe, please email Lisa Familo at lisa.familo@ncallianceforhealth.org.
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